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Nor am I prepared at this moment to vote for 


the resolution, even if it included the three princi- 
al papers of this city, for the simple reason that 
it then becomes a serious business, and I do not 


know whether $450 per column is a proper | 


amount to be paid or not. I know this, however, 
that k have never been illiberal in making proper 


allowances, but have always been in favor of | 


allowing a fair compensation for service done for 


the public. I know very well there are gentle- 


men in this body who are opposed to paying any 
of the city papers anything for printing the de- 
bates of this body in either of those papers. Then 


let us act upon this matter with reference to the | 
whole subject, and let us consider now whether it 


js most appropriate to take up and act upon this 
single individual case, or to have the whole mat- 
ter considered at once and acted upon with refer- 
ence to all the papers. 


Sir, there is another question, a separate and | 


distinct matter from this, which ought not to be 
forgotten. 


upon a resolution which I, as an individual mem- 
ber of the Senate, offered, and their report is now 
lying upon the table. My proposition was, in 
consequence of the showings which had been pre- 
sented in regard to the expense of reporting and 
printing for this body by the Globe, to put the 


The Committee on Printing, some | 
time since, before I became a member ofit, reported | 


| 


Globe upon a permanent and sound footing where | 
it could sustain itself. This was done in conse- | 


quence of the protest of the gentleman conducting 
and owning that establishment that he was hon- 


estly, constantly, and daily losing by the transac- | 


tion of that business, and that, too, in very heavy 
amounts. ont 
The report of the Committee on Printing—which 


was adverse to the resolution offered by me—recog- | 


nizes the fact that the Globe cannot, or atleast ought 


not, to go on in this way without additional com- | 


pensation being paid by the Senate. 


They base | 


their recommendation for some increase (though | 


it is not to the extent I proposed) on the fact that 


there has been an advance of twenty per cent. in | 
the wages of hands since the original contract was | 


made,an advance in the price of paper, which has 
been raised twenty per cent., and an advance in 
the price of almost everything necessary in such 
an establishment. They base it also on the fact 
that the celerity with which the work is now done 
exceeds anything ever before known, and of course 
leads to increased expenditures. 

The Committee on Printing recognized the fact 
that the Globe is not now upon a footing which 
is just and right, and they therefore reported in 
favor of taking one half the number of copies 
provided for by my resolution. That report must 
come up here and be the subject of debate. It 
relates to the reporting and printing. The reso- 
lution now before us relates simply to the printin 
of the debates. The one ought to be considere 
without the other; and it seems to me that the 
reporting should be first considered, as a matter 
of priority. I think further, that then, as a sepa- 


rate matter, the propriety of printing our debates | 


in the city papers ought+to be considered, and con- 


sidered in reference to all the — that wish to | 


— them, and all those that the Senate has 
itherto employed for that purpose. 

Under these circumstances, and in this view of 
the case, I believe, though I will not submit the 
motion, that this question ought to be referred to 
the Committee on Printing, and that they should 
investigate the rate of pay that should be allowed 
for simple rinting without reporting; and that 
the Senate should then take action to authorize a 
contract to be made with the leading papers of 
this city—and the whole of them or none—as the 
enate itself may direct. I believe that the ques- 
ton ought to be investigated. 

As to the price, I do not know but that $4 50 
per column is just and right. If it is, { am cer- 
‘ainly willing to pay it. This is a matter that 
ought to be understood and properly decided, so 
that hereafter no assaults may be made upon our 
— in our own body, on the ground that we 
&ve given too much, or that we have not given 
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/ecute that contract. e 


| Say a fair price, because, after an interview with | 


assured me that $4 50 cents per column is but a 


The object of that, undoubtedly, was to procure 
|a more extensive circulation for the debates of || 
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enough. There has been no investigation of that 
question, as I understand, atall. But the Senator | 


from Indiana relies upon this as a proper price, 
upon the simple declaration of two or three indi- 
viduals who have heretofore been printers to this 


bese . 
r. BRIGHT. Does the honorable Senator 
from Arkansas submit a motion to refer this sub- 
ject to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. JOHNSON. No, sir, I do not. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 


which can be acted upon by the Senate now as 
well and intelligently as after the report of a com- 
mittee shall have been made. The facts of this 
case are very plain. 


In 1848 the Senate, by resolution, directed the | 


Secretary of this body to contract with the pro- 
prietors of the Intelligencer and Union. newspapers 
for the publication of our debates and proceedings, 
at the rate $7 50 per column. The Intelligencer, 


after publishing them for some time, declined to | 
continue the contract, on the ground that it could | 
not afford to report and publish at that price. | 
Subsequently the Union declined on the same | 
ground, leaving the Senate without the aid of a | 


~— paper in the city, except the Globe. 
n 


nder this state of facts, the proprietor of the | 
| Sentinel came forward and offered to comply with 
the terms of our resolution passed in 1848, or, in | 


other words, to do that which the Intelligencer 
and the Union had refused to do. Then it is that 


the Union reconsiders its previous withdrawal | 
from our service, and the new proprietor offers to | 


go on with the contract of his predecessor. The 


proposition of both papers was referred to the | 
Committee on Printing, and by that committee | 


reported back without any recommendation on the 
subject. Still the Union has gone on reporting | 
and publishing as before, by what sntbneity tl 
know not, nor is it material to my purpose to in- | 
quire. 1am as willing to see that paper continue 
in our service as | am anxious to employ the Sen- 
tinel, and, therefore, in offering my resolution, | 
so worded it as not to interfere in any way with 
any other paper. It was opposed, however, vio- | 
lently by the honorable Senator from Alabama, | 
and others, at the time; and to-day, when we | 


reach its consideration, we are met with another || 


letter from the proprietors of the Union, withdraw- 
ing a second time, evidently, to my mind, for the 
purpose of weakening the application of the Sen- | 


|| tinel; for we are met now with the argument, that 
| ** we need but one set of reporters, and that the | 


Globe is the only paper that should be paid for | 
publishing our proceedings.’’ 

Now, Mr. President, | admit that one set of | 
reporters is all that we need, and I have so modi- | 
fied my resolution as to pay but one set, and | 


they to continue under the control of the pro- 
prietor of the Globe, and the Sentinel to copy our 


debates and proceedings from that paper, and || 


receive therefor $4 50 per column for it. Now, 
sir, | ask what objection there can be to this? 

I repeat what I said on a former occasion, that 
it due to the public that we give them a 
full report of all that we say and do here; and 
this can in no way be so well done as by employ- 
ing the papers [ have named. The Sentinel, we | 
know, is ready to do our work ata fair price. I 


man, and fully informed in such matters, he has | 


just compensation. 

Mr. 
some years ago the Senate considered that it was | 
necessary to have the debates of this body pub- 


cretary to contract with the | 


RL 1 am glad the Senator does | 
not. This is a very simple proposition, and one | 


ELLER. Mr. President, it seems that || 
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ferred to the Committee on Printing. That com- 
mittee took no action upon the subject except to 
ask to be discharged. [ have a high regard for 
that committee; but I have no assurance that, if 
this question were again submitted to them, they 
would not make a similar report now. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The present committee is 
not the same committee to which the subject was 
referred. Two out of the three who were then 
members are not now on the committee. 

Mr. WELLER. [I think it is very probable 
that itis a much more efficient committee since 
my friend from Arkansas was added to it. But 
there is, I believe, the same chairman, with the 
same sympathies, and the same prejudices, per- 


haps. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
| ferent chairman. 

Mr. WELLER. You made a contract with 
those two papers, and they say: they cannot 
afford to publish our proceedings at the price 
paid tothem. What was your object in making 
such a contract? It was to extend the circulation 
of the debates of the Senate. Then here is the 
printer of the Senate, who is also the publisher of a 
newspaper in this city, who now proposes to give 
|, that circulation to the debates which you origin- 

ally designed to obtain by entering into a con- 

tract with other parties. W hat is the objection 
| to that? Can there be any other objection than 
that which may,be ofa political character? Here 
are two Democratic newspapers published in this 
city. They are both, so faras | know, sound 
papers, supporting the true principles of the Dem- 
ocratic party, and conducted with much ability. 
One of them is unable to publish the debates at 
the contract price; the other says it can do it. 
Why, then, not give ita trial? If the editor of the 
Sentinel says he can circulate your debates at the 
| rate fixed by the original] contract, that being the 
object you had in view in making the contract, 
| why not allow him to make the experiment? 
What can be the objection? Surely it is not be- 
cause the Sentinel was selected for the purpose of 
executing the printing of the Senate against the 
wishes of a majority of a certatn political party here. 
It is well known that I and you, Mr. President, 
(Mr. Ban@er occupying the chair,) voted for the 
printer who was elected, although weare oat 


No, sir; there is a dif- 


|| understood to be the antipodes of each other in po 


itics. By a strange conjunction of circumstances 
we were brought together on that occasion, as I 
| am glad to say we are very frequently, especially 
| on appropriations to California. 
| The object of the Senate is to get their debates 
as extensively circulated as possible. The ori- 
ginal agreement with the newspapers with which it 
was made has failed. Another editor proposes 
to give them the circulation of his paper. What 
possible objection can there be to that?) Why, it 
is said he cannot afford to do it. Heis, perhaps, 
as good a judge of that as my friend from Arkan- 
|sas. He sayshecan doit. Then let us make 
oe experiment. I am not aware that we have 
released the editor of the Union from the obli- 
| gations of the original contract. That contract 
| bound him to publish the proceedings of this 
| body * until otherwise ordered.’ We have not 
| otherwise ordered it. He is not, therefore, re- 
leased; but 1 am willing to release him. My 
| object is to have the debates of this body as ex- 
tensively circulated as possible. It is true, the 
country may not obtain a great deal of advantage 
in the end from them, for a great many silly things 
may be said upon this floor, and | say this with 
all proper respect. A great many foolish things 
in this way may be extensively circulated; but the 


|| people have a right to know what those who are 
lished in the newspapers of this city. They there- || 
| fore authorized the 


called the wise men of the country have said upon 
the public measures which come before them. If 





Intelligencer and with the Union for that purpose. 


this body. Both those papers have refused to.ex- 
question of releasing 
the Union from the obligations of the contract, 


upon the letter of General Armstrong, was re- | 


|| the proceedi 


| our object be to enable the people to see what are 
of this body, the larger circulation 
you give to those proceedings the better. In a 
_ representative Government like ours, every oppor- 
| tunity should be given to the people to understand 
| our actions. 

I am not deterred by the extraordinary expenses 
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alluded to by my friend from Alabama. I believe 
the expenses of public printing in the State whence 
| come have amounted, in a single year, to some 
200,000, 
Our people are anxions to know everything that 
is done in our State Legislature, and we have to 
incur extraordinary expenses in order to give them 
that information. But here, sir, is a simple prop- 
owition that the editors of the Sentinel shall pub- 
lish the proceedings of this body, and receive $4 50 
acolumn for so doing. Ido not know of ary 
person who objects to it very strenuously, except 
my worthy friend from Arkansas, who seems to 
have started off on the wrong track, and | am 
afraid the further he goes, the further he will be 
from what | consider right. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The Senator from California 
is mistaken. 1 did not object to this. I should 
be glad to see itdone. I am in a somewhat pe- 
culiar position in regard to it. I do not object to 
this proposition, but I did not feel disposed to let 
it pass without discharging a duty which I felt I 
owed to the Senate, and that was to state the cir- 
cumstances which I narrated. 

Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, I presume it 
will be admitted on all hands that the necessity for 
the publication of the proceedings and debates of 
this body is for one of two purposes. It is either 
for the information of the body itself, or for the 
information of the people at large; or, perhaps, 
for the information of both. If it be the intention 
of the Senate to publish its debates solely for the 
information of the Senate itself, | submit that the 
uublication in the Globe is all that is required; but 
if the object of the Senate be more extende! than 
that; if we desire, by the employment of stenog- 
raphers, and by the publication of our debates and 
proceedings, that information of them shall go be- 
yond the Senate itself, it must be manifest that 
you should enlarge, in some way, the circulation 
of the Globe, or that you should publish the de- 
bates and proceedings of the Senate in some other 
paper than the Globe. That is nota political paper; 
and it has, therefore, no political circulation. For 
the purpose for which it 1s designed—as the mere 
instrument for securing faithful reports of the pro- 
ceedings and debates of this body—lI look upon it 
as perfect as a paper can be. 

| had supposed that my honorable friend from 
Michigan | Mr. Sruart] would offer some amend- 
ment, proposing to inerease the number of copies 
of the Globe furnished to the Senate, so that we 
should be enabled to send to our constituents, 
through that medium, as accurate a report of the 

roceedings and debates here as can be produced 
xy anybody who may be employed. He has not 
submitted such a proposition, and I do not know 
whether he now designs to do so; but if he does, 
I shall support it with a great deal of pleasure 
when it is submitted. 
important to us that the information which is em- 
bodied in these reports should go to the country, 
as that we ourselves should have the pleasure, as 
it may or may not be, to read them over every 
morning at our seats. We, who are here, hear 
what is said. It cannot, therefore, be very im- 
portant that the speeches which are made should 
be taken down by the stenographers employed at 
the publicexpense, and printed every morning and 
laid upon our tables, merely for our own accom- 
modation. | had the pleasure of listening some 
days ago to the honorable gentleman who now 
occupies the chair, [Mr. Bancer,} and | had as full 
an understanding, and a better one, of his views 
by hearing that argument than I could have by 
reading it. The great object, the intention in 
view in incurring this expense for the publication 
of our proceedings, is that what is published may 
go to the people for their{information. I do be- 
lieve, therefore, that it would be highly important 
if, without any exorbitant expense, we could have 
the proceedings of Congress published in all the 
papers of the country. If the public Treasury 
would afford it, they should be published in all 
the papers of the country. It would be better for 
ourselves, and | hope it would be better for the 
country that they should have a full knowledge 
of what is dong here. It would make every gen- 
deman more anxious not to say what his own 
reason did not approve of; and we should be en- 
abled, 1 think, to get along better if our proceed- 
ings were published everywhere. 
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We are a reading community there. , 


I think that it is just as 


I thought the intention was to authorize the Sec- 
retary of this body to engage the Intelligencer, the 


Union, and the Sentinel at the prices indicated in | 


the resolution to publish the proceedings and de- 
bates of this body, if they would consent to pub- 
lish them within some reasonable time after they 
occur. I understood that my friend from Michi- 
gan intended also, to embrace the Intelligencer and 
the Union in the programme which he desired to 
submit. : 

Mr. STUART. I will offer, asan amendment 
to the resolution of the Senator from Indiana, the 
proposition which has been alluded to by the Sen- 
ator from Maryland, and I shall ask the attention 
of the Senate for a few minutes while I express 
my views on the subject. [ move to amend the 
resolution by striking out all afterthe word * Re- 
solved,’’ and inserting: 

That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he is hereby, 
directed to contract with the proprietors of the Washing- 
ton Sentinel, the Washington Union, and the National In 
telligencer, for publishing all the proceedings and debates 
of the Senate, or with such of them as shall desire to do 
so: Provided, That such publication shall be done within 
such time as the said Secretary shal! deem proper, and at 
the rate of 84 50 per column; and that he contract with 
the proprietor of the Globe for five thousand additional 


copies of the Congressional Globe and Appendix for the 
present Congress. 


Mr. WELLER. There is no objection to that 

Mr. BRIGHT. I accept that. I proposed to 
offer it myself yesterday morning, if it could then 
have been agreed upon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Banger.) 
The original proposition will be so modified. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The latter part of the propo- 
sition of the Senator from Michigan relates, I be- 
lieve, to the Congressional Globe and Appendix. 

Mr. STUART. Yes, sir. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 1 wish to suggest that that 
feature in regard to the Congressional’ Globe and 


| Appendix be disconnected from this matter. It is 
a separate and distinct feature, having relation to | 


the reporting, to which the proposition of the 


| Senator from Indiana has no reference whatever. | 
If that is to be introduced into this question, we | 
might as well adjourn, because I am satisfied it | 
| will lead to one week’s debate. 


If that part of 
the subject be introduced now, I am sure you will 
not get it determined very soon. 


Mr. STUART. The substitute which | have 


offered, it will be seen, covers in its terms the | 


whole subject of the reporting and publishing of 
the proceedings and debates of the Senate. Now, 
I respectfully submit to the Senate that several 
assertions have been made here which are not 
precisely correct. The price which has been fixed, 


and which is now paid for reporting and publish- | 


ing in the Globe, is $7 50 per column. The ex- 
perience which all the papers who have attempted 
to perform this service have had upon the sub- 
ject, agrees in concluding that $3 50, which was 
‘the original sum intended for reporting, is a price 
that is not remunerative. 

Sir, | apprehend that an error has been fallen 
into in connection with this point. The Intelli- 
gencer and Union, publishing as they do political 
papers, found it not to be remunerative to report 
and publish the debates of the Senate at $7 50 per 
column, and the chief difficulty was that $3 50 was 
not enough for reporting. My amendment looks 
to.relieving the Globe from that difficulty. As 


| reporter and publisher of the proceedings and 


debates of the Senate, the Globe is continuously a 
loser I believe it is also true that $4 is a remu- 
nerative price for publishing. 


Now, | wish to call the attention of the Senate | 


to a few facts connected with this subject, for I 


certainly think, with all respect to those Senators | 


who have suggested that this is a very plain and 


simple thing, and ought to be disposed of in a | 
minute or two, that it 1s a subject which involves | 
very serious considerations in several points of | 
| view. 

In the first place, it will be seen by an inspec- || 
tion of the Daily Globe, which is laid on our | 1s 
offer an apology to the Senate for detaining them 


tables, that that paper is not only filled daily with 


the proceedings of Congress, but almost every | 
| day 1s obliged to publish an extra sheet. Now, it 
| cannot be suppesed that the publisher of the pro- | 
ceedings and debates of the Senate will content | 
| himself with publishing nothing in respect to the 
|| business of the House of Representatives. 

The proposition of my friend from Indiana is | object is to publish a paper to the country which || 4 50 
not so extensive as ! was led to hope it would be. || will be a desirable paper, and will command || ceedings of the Senate for a Congress, at $ 
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patronage. He must, therefore, publish the i 
ceedings of the other House; and if he rh gg 











ask, what room will he have for eoneeet intelli 
the ; 


gence? I am now speaking of r . 
under these isieletiodn: if their intention bene 
ried out by the publication of the pro oe 
debates as they progress daily, only one day b 
hind the Globe in the publication. [ say his e 

: Paper 
will be filled, and he will, as often as One hal 
the time, be compelled to have an additiona| halt 
sheet, simply to give the proceedings of Congress 
Then how is he to publish the general Intelligence 
of the country ? 

Mr. BRIGHT. To what papers does {) 
Senator allude? , 
Mr. STUART. I speak of the Sentinel, o, 

/ ; » Or of 
any other paper which may publish under the 
resolution. Let the Senator from Indiana under. 
stand me. I say the Senator’s inspection of th. 
Daily Globe, which is laid upon our tables, will 
show that there is a full sheet every day, and ay 
additional half sheet, perhaps as often as ever 
other day, of the proceedings in Congress alone 
The resolution looks to the publication of these 
proceedings daily in other papers being 09) 
twenty-four hours behind the publication jn the 
Globe. 1 repeat to the Senator, and | would |ik, 
to have him understand it, what room will there 
be in the Sentinel, or the Union, or the Intelj. 
gencer, for general, political, and other intelligence 
if this be done? None*at all. What will be ths 
consequence? Why you will have your contract, 
nullified at the outset. You will have a mere pen. 
sioner upon your purse. He will take the money 
but he cannot publish the ae unless he 
devotes his paper exclusively to them. 

Mr. WELLER. May he not publish what 
he chooses? 

Mr. STUART. That suggestion of the Sena. 
tor from California goes to show the difficulty, 
‘The very object which is intended to be provided 
against here is not to permit a paper to take out 
and publish what he chooses. That is what has 
been done heretofore. The Union takes up and 
publishes the speeches which suit it, the Sentinel 
such as suit that, and the Intelligencer such as 
suit that paper. What is the consequence? Why, 
the Senate professes to send to the country the 
debates on a subject, while it sends out a partial 
statement through each of these papers. This 
goes to show you that the Senate is safe and right, 
and is performing its whole duty to the country, 
when it confines its reporting and publishing to 
the Globe, which gives the whole of the debates 
on every subject. Then, if these other papers, 
political in their character, containing general in- 
telligence, suiting the tastes and judgment of the 
editors, see fit to select from the proceedings of 
the Senate or of the House, or of both, they have 
a right to do so; but it goes to the country as 
their side of the question, The country under- 
stands it to be their side of the question, and not 
to be the current proceedings and debates of the 
Senate. 

It is for this reason that | am opposed to the 
whole proposition further than remunerating the 
Globe. I am for remunerating the Globe, and 
remunerating it in the way suggested, by taking 
additional copies. Why? Because it amounis 
to the same thirig in point of economy as pay!ng 
additional dollars, and you get the additional in- 
formation. | propose to increase the subscription 


ceedings and 


| to the Congressional Globe, by the amount of five 
| thousand copies, which will give to each Senator 
|| eighty copies, leaving forty surplus. By having 


this number distributed, you send the whole in- 
telligence of your proceedings to the country. 
The reports in that paper are what they purport 
to be, the proceedings and debates of the Senate. 
I shall, before I get through, propose to refer the 
whole question to the Committee on Printing, for 
the purpose of bringing the subject properly before 
the Senate. y 

I will now bea little more specific about this 
matter, and I feel myself bound at this point to 


at all. 1 have submitted, thus far, my gener 


|| views, and now I wish to be a little specific in 


regard to the particular proposition. 

1 sndeetand Gi ciseinietinm of the Sentinel to be 
about nine hundred copies daily. Perhaps | am 
not correct in this, but such is the report. The 
cost of publishing the correct debates and pro 
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« column, would be about $16,000. Then the 
nroposition is to pay $16,000 for a circulation of 
the debates among nine hundred people. 1 think 
that if this were a proposition to publish the pro- 
ceedings in the National Era upon these terms, I 
could very soon get a vote from the Senate that it 
was unconstitutional. — To pay $16,000 for each 
Congress for a circulation of nine hundred comes 

retry near to what has been denominated to-day 
an abuse of power. I do not deny that we have 
the powe 

Mr. + 
all seriousness, that, if the proposition were to 
vay the National Era on the same terms, he could 
et a vote that it was unconstitutional, simply 
from the name and character of the paper ? 

Mr. STUART. 1 said I thought so. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Well, sir, that is not a very 
high estimate of this body, and I think it is rather 
below the gentleman. | 

Mr. STUART. Iam in the habit of being in- 
terrupted; I believe I never yet rose in the Senate 
but several honorable Senators wished to inter- 
rupt me. Now I will furnish the honorable Sen- 
ator from Arkansas an example which ought to | 
convince him on this point. He got up here in 
the Senate the other day, and stated that he had | 
previously been an unqualified advocate of the | 
homestead bill, but that he had come to the con- 
clusion that it savored so strongly of abolitionism | 
that he could not go for it any longer. I there- | 
fore took it for granted that he probably wouldbe 
among those who would object to giving this pat- 
ronage, if | may use that term, to the National | 


ra. 

“e. JOHNSON. Let the Senator state my 
position exactly as I stated it, and as it is, and I 
am willing to abide by it, but he has not stated it 
correctly, and therefore I will claim the privilege 
of stating it myself in brief terms. 

Mr. STUART. I will certainly grant that. 

Mr. JOHNSON. My position was this: At 
the time when I made the remarks to which he 
has referred, it was supposed, or, at least, | sup- 
vosed, that there was little orno prospect that the 
Tatler of Nebraska and Kansas could be 
opened up to the whole country. Hence, as the | 
homestead bill would operate as a mere premium 
to settlement, and as southern people with their | 
property could not go there, the inevitable effect 
of the bill would be to abolitionize those Territo- 
ries. Under those circumstances I would not 
then support the homestead bill. Now, sir, | am 
very strongly against abolitionism. I believe it 
to be an unholy thing. 

Mr.STUART. I presume the Senator from | 
Arkansas and myself do not differ much on that 
subject; but if his argument, which is generally 
understood to be improperly applied to the home- 
stead bill, issound, it certainly would do much to 
abolitionize the country if we were to adopt the | 
National Era as a medium of communication. 

a JOHNSON. I believe the Senator is right 
in that. 

Mr. STUART. The circulation of the Intelli- 
gencer is understood to be about nineteen hun- | 
dred daily, and the circulation of the Union about 
fifteen hundred daily, and of the Sentinel about | 
nine hundred. Such is my information. I do 
not vouch for its authenticity, but I understand 
that the figures which I have stated are about cor- 
rect. Then, if we should provide for the publi- 
cation in all these papers, we should pay, as I 
understand it, about $47,000 every Congress for 
this circulation of our debates. 

Now, sir, take the two facts to which I have 
referred—the fact that the publication of the cur- 
rent debates of Congress must necessarily ex- 
clude most other matter, and the further fact that 
you increase the expenses from the Treasury 

ebout $47,000 per Congress to get this amount of 
circulation for your proceedings. Is it, in the 
first place, probable that the papers having the 
largest circulation, and the surest foundation, 
would agree to the proposition; and if they did, 
Would the circulation which you would thereby | 
get Tor your proceedings be commensurate with 
the expenditure from the Treasury? In other 
words, I ask in all seriousness, is not the course 
how pursued by the Senate of paying for the re- 


ve and publication in the Globe, which ex- 


In th 
tod 


Oin a fair exercise of its authority to distribute 





r. | 
JOHNSON. Does the Senator assert, in | 


ges with a very large portion of all the papers |~a previous portion of the same article, in which, | 
e Union, as much as the Senate is called upon || speaking of Benjamin F. Butler, it says: | 


to the country information in regard to its pro- 
ceedings? 

Now, Mr. President, I feel myself called upon, 
as a duty that I owe to the great party to which I 
belong, to say a few words, although with the 
greatest reluctance, upon the political effect of this 
movement. Heretofore I have refrained, and | 
had hoped that I might ever be able to refrain, 
from saying one word which could even bear the 
semblance of involving myself, in the least degree, 
in any controversy, either real or supposed, be- 
tween the Sentinel and Union, or between the 
<ghat s cs 
Sentinel or anybody else. But, sir, it has been 
remarked to-day upon another question, and itis 
known to the country, that there is a large numer- 
ical majority in the Senate of Democratic political 
principles, such as the present Administration of 
the country is the exponentof. I wish tocall the 
attention of the Senate to an article in the Sentinel 
of to-day, in which it treats of the present Execu- 
tive of the United States and his officers, and then 
I wish toask the Democratic portion of this body, 
and to ask*them in fairness, whether they think 
they are called upon, in a party point of view, to 
take additional pains to appropriate additional 
sums out of the public Treasury, to aid and sus- 
tain this paper? 

Mr. President, I desire to be understood. I have 
never involved myself in this controversy, and | 
never will. I have no affection for one paper, or 
hostility to the other—not one particle; but | may 
be permitted to say that I have an affection, a deep 
and abiding affection, for the great principles of the 
Democratic party. | thought that the movement 
which was made at the commencement of the ses- 
sion, in respect to the election of a printer for this 
body, was ill judged. Further than that I have 
never thought nor said. Further than that | will 
notsay now. But, sir, 1 wish to call the attention 
of the Democratic portion of this body to some 
passages in this article. It says: 

**It is very well known to the whole country that the 
whole weight and influence ofthe Administration was given 
to the Free-Soil and Soft-Shell alliance in New York last 
fall, and that Government minions undertook to ostracize 
those who objected to such a course of policy, and who 
predicted that the traitors of 1848 had no claim to confi- 
dence or reward, and would be treacherous and treasonable 
again, whenever an opportunity offered to make treachery 
and treason profitable. Now, it turns out that on the first 
test question—the first to which the President and the 
Democratic party are thoroughly committed—the Van Bu 
ren Free-Soilers and Seymour Soft Shells, fat from emolu- 
ments, confident from patronage, and insolent from plunder, 
presenta tactious front and make bold war upon an Ad 
ministration which does not seem to be able to disengage 
itself from improper commitments and impure entangle- 
ments.”* * 7 ™ . ’ . 7 

‘“ We have been maligned and abused by the low servants 
of the Administration. We have been maligned and abused 
by the miserable corps of confidential contreres of the Ad- 
ministration.’’ 


Pretty strong terms! But it continues: 


‘© We have been slandered and traduced by their officers. 
and slandered and traduced by all their adjuncts; so that 


{ 


| our moderation is the moderation which we feel from the 


inspiration of honest purpose. From the beginning the 
threat has been sent abroad that the Sentinel would be an 
nihilated. We can tell our kind friends, who wish to de 
stroy us, that they may urge their uttermost and we will 
not be hurt. The Sentinel bas no fear of annihilation at 
the hands of bad dramatists, no matter how glorious they 
may feel; nor at the hands of bad lawyers, no matter how 
ignorant or how supple they may be.”’ ” * ° 

‘In Congress and out of Congress, the whole tribe of 
Van Buren Free. Soilers, with their Soft- Shell attachment, 
are factious, revolutionary, and disorganizing. The yeas 
and nays in the House of Representatives and the wicked 
movements out of Congress prove it. Yet the Administra 
tion, although it has acquiesced in the Nebraska bill, con- 
tinues to lavish its patronage on the enemies of that bill 
The Administration pleads that neither Mr. Cochrane, nor 
Mr. Fowler, nor any of its multitudinous Free-Soil and 
Soft-Shell appointees, have taken an active part in anti 
Nebraska meetings, and that punishment cannot therefore | 
reach them rightfully. Butif these named men have ap- 
parently kept quiet, they have not been actually quiet; for 
their servants and understrappers have been busy, and 
mischievously laboring, in season and out of season, to 
defeat the Nebraska bill. Yet General Pierce has not 
turned his face away from the factionists.”’ 


This is a pretty serious charge against the Ad- || 
ministration, which is understood before the coun- | 
try to have enlisted its entire strength in favor of | 
the bill referred to. Yet this editor says: 

“*General Pierce has not turned his face away from the || 
factionists. They still glory in his intimacy, and boast of || 


his confidence. If their vaunting be true, then, indeed, 
has a dark day fallen onus. But we forbear to say more.”’ 


I wish now to call the attention of the Senateto || 


“This same Benjamin F. Butler is one of the Buffalo 
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| to the object 


| at this time. 
| priate occasion, the honorable Senator from Mich- 


| the Sentinel. 
| that | have brought it up for that purpose? 
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men of 1848; and he is the oldest and most prominent 
leader, now resident in New York, of the faction which 
was formed by the fusion of the forces of the Free-Soilers 
under the command of Mr. Van Buren, and the Soft. Shells, 
who marked time, marched and halted, turned and 
wheeled, and changed frout to rear, and rear to front, at 
the bidding of the Secretary of the State, and who have 
been wielding, since the 4th of March, General Pierce’s 


patronage to punish and crush out the men who procured 
General Pierce’s nomination.” 


There is in that article a direct, unqualified, 
vituperative attack upon the Secretary of State and 
the President of the United States. It charges the 
Administration with having as its confidential 
confreres, the factious opponents of the Nebraska 
bill. 

Now, Mr. President, as I have said, | do not 
mean to involve myself in this quarrel. I cannot 
be misunderstood. I am neither for the Union 
nor for the Sentinel; nor am | against either; but 
1 ask Senators here, who | know hold the interests 
of the great Democratic party as sacred as | do, 
whether it is best to go forward now unnecessarily 
with this.expenditure to such a paper. | empha- 
size the word ** unnecessarily,’” because, | repeat, 
that the reports in the Globe are all-sufficient for 
the interests of the Senate and the benefit of the 
country as a whole, leaving all the other papers 
the right and the opportunity to publish from it as 
much asthey choose. I ask whether it is best to 
go forward and add $16,000 or $17,000 per Con- 
gress out of the Treasury to help to sustain any 
paper, Sentinel or Union, or anything else, which 
publishes such attacks upon the Administration as 
a whole, and upon the Secretary of State and the 
President by name? 

Sir, | am very sorry to have detained the Senate 
thus long, especially upon one branch of remarks 
which | confess are very unpleasant; but I do 
think itis time for those who have the power, if 
they have it, to be at least prudent in respect to 
the true interests of the Democratic party. Inow 
move to refer the whole subject to the Committee 


| on Printing. 


Mr. BRIGHT. When I accepted the propo- 


sition of the honorable Senator from Michigan, I 


did it under the supposition that he was friendly 


to the measure. 
tone and tem 


| am now satisfied, from the 
r of his speech, that he is opposed 
have in view, and I| therefore with- 
draw the acceptance, and ask for a vote on the 
resolution which I originally introduced. I shall 
make no reply to the speech of the Senator, for 
the reason that I think the subject he has seen 
proper to introduce is one, the discussion of 
which would prove unprofitable in many respects 
If, upon some other more appro- 


igan shall feel himself called upon to enter upon 
a justification of the course of this Administra- 
tion, in taking to its embrace, as charged in 
that article, a set of men in this country known 
as Free-Soil Democrats, whose chief merit and 
distinction consists in having deserted their party 


| in the hour of its greatest trials, both at the ba 


lot-box and in the halls of Congress, | am quite 
sure he can find those around him neither afraid 
nor unwilling to take issue with him. But these 
are topics out of place at this time, and that I 
would much rather not refer to under any circum- 
stances. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. When the Senator 
from Indiana was up first, he intimated, in very 
direct terms, that the course pursued by the Union 
in declining the contract was for the purpose of 
affecting the action of the Senate in reference to 
Do I understand the Senator to say 


Mr. BRIGHT. | do not think there was any- 


| thing in the remarks which | made which inti- 
| mated that I inferred that that was the course of 
| the Union. I did not couple the honorable Senator 


with my remarks; however, | will state now, 
though, that I have no doubt that the object of 
the Union in withdrawing was to defeat the propo- 


| sition which I have offered. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. I ask the Senator if I 


| understand him to say that | was cognizant of the 
| fact? 


Mr. BRIGHT. I do not refer to the honorable 
Senator; for | do not know that he bad any 


| knowledge upon the subject. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. All the knowledge I 


| have on the subject, is the communication from 


the editor of the Union. lam theadvocate neither 
of the Union nor of the Sentinel. My objectis to 
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protect the Treasury, and to get the reporting for 
the Senate done on as economical terms as possi- | 


ble. 
of the Union on the subject, except a mere casual 
one on my way from my lodgings to the Capitol. 
In that conversation he apprised me of his design 
to make a communication of that character to me. 
1 had understood before that the Union was tired 
of the contract, and desired to be released from it 
as soon as itcould. He never said so to me, but 
such was my understanding through a reliable 
source. Itis perhaps very well for gentlemen to 
get up here for the purpose of strengthening the 
Sentinel, and say that the Union was prompted to 
such a course by such an influence; not, I pre- 
sume, that the Union has done or said anything to 
induce them to believe that, but from the mere fact 
that there is said to be a contest between the two 
papers, both of which belong to the Democratic 
party. I have no object to accomplish by my 
course to further the objects of the Union, or, if I 
could, to prostrate or in the least injuriously to 
affect the Sentinel. My relations with the editors 
of both papers are of the best character, so far as 
1 know or believe. As an evidence of my disin- 
terestedness upon this subject, | will state that | 


I have had no conversation with the editor | 


propose to take neither of them as reporters, but | 


to take a paper that does not belong to any party; 
and I really think it unfair and improper, when it 
is proved, not by the Union, but by a paper 
longer established than the Union, that it cannot 
live on the contract, that gentlemen should getup 
here and impute such motives to the gentleman 
who conducts the Union. I have no idea that he 
was prompted by any such motives as those at- 
tributed to him by the honorable gentleman from 
Indiana. 

My acquaintance, sir, with the editor of the Union 
is notof long duration. I knew but little of him 
until | met him in this city this winter. I have 
not been in the habit of visiting his office very 
often, and then usually on business, though stand- 
ing in such relations that I might often have done 
so, for the reason that | am connected with the 
printing of this body, as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Printing. I have no hostile feelings to 
the gentleman who conducts the Sentinel, nor have 
l any prepossessions for this paper or that paper. 
My whole course has been prompted solely by a 
desire to protect the Treasury, and put the re- 
porting of the Senate 7“ oroper terms—upon 
such terms as would enable the publisher to live. 

Mr. BROWN. . It does not seem to me that 
there ought to be any difficulty in settling this 
matter. We have one official reporter, and | think 
we ought to have but one. 
ting the reporting for the Senate admirably; better, 


The Globe is execu- | 


nel, and to the Intelligencer, and, if gentlemen will 
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favor of that proposition, you may take in the | 


Era, to copy from the Globe, but not to ore 
I would pay them nothing for reporting. T 

should not report if they wished to do it, because 
that subjects you to the necessity of correcting 
half a dozen copies every morning, or else contra- 


hey | 


dictory accounts go before the country of what | 


you have been saying the day before. Let there 
be one report. ‘Then require the other papers to 
copy from that, and give credit for it, saying that 
itis copied, ** by authority, from the Congressional 
Globe.’’ Make your contracts and say we will 
pay—lI do not know how much would be fair— 
say $7. If $7 are enough, pay that, and let any 
one or two, or all of them, come inand contract at 
that price; and when they undertake to publish, 
make them publish the whole proceedings, and do 
all within twenty-four or forty-eight hours after 
they appear in the Globe. I have no idea of paying 
aman to publish the proceedings of the Senate 
ten, or fifteen, or twenty days, or a month after 
they have transpired. What is the use of such 
publication? The public mind has been engaged 
about other matters. 
back and investigate the subject which has been 
a month passed; and if the Union, and Intelligen- 
cer, and Sentinel are willing to copy from the 
Globe, for a certain specified sum, | am ready to 
pay for it, provided they will do it as an official 
act, as an authorized act, simply to copy from the 
printed reportin the Globe. 

I think that settles the whole controversy. 
W hat matters it whether we pay a little more or 
a little less, if we spread the intelligence of what 


|| we are doing here before the country, through the 


i undertake to say, than it was ever done before | 


for anybody, either for Congress, or for the Brit- 


ish Parliament, or for any other legislative body. | 


lt is the best official report that ever was published. 
{ am for continuing it, and I want to remunerate 
the publisher in a proper way. He prefers that 
we shall take a larger number of the Congressional 
Globe, and he puts it upon the precise reason 
which recommends it in the strongest manner to 
my mind, and that is, that by taking the paper 
we diffuse the intelligence among the people. It 
is better to pay the money for the paper, and to 
eireulate it, than it is to pay a larger sum for the 
simple reporting, and not for the circulation of the 
document. I have no idea that we should put 
our light under a bushel. If the reports are worth 
making, they are worth circulating; and I am, 
therefore, for accepting some such proposition as 
is made by the conductor of the Globe, to take a 
larger number of his paper—whatever number 
shall be found necessary to remunerate him for his 


expense and trouble in making the reports. I un- | 


derstand that it will take about ninety copies to 
each Senator todo that, and [ am prepared to vote 
for that number. I would not vote’ him a larger 
sum for the reporting, nor a larger sum for the 
printing, because that would be simply paying the 


| 


money without diffusing the intelligence among | 


the people. Pay him for that what you do now, 


and remunerate him by taking a larger number of | 


his publication. 


_ Then, as to these other papers, I do not consider | 
it is a matter of so much consequence whether | 


you pay a few dollars less, or a few dollars more. 


The great object is to let our twenty-three millions | 


of constituents know what we are doing here. 


several journals? I should either like to see my 


friend from Indiana amend his proposition in that | 


form, or if it be sent to the committee, that they 


shall be instructed to bring us in a proposition of | 
that kind. I have no partiality among the papers. | 
God knows I have very little reason to be in a | 
very good humor with either, especially with the | 


Union. The Sentinel has not done me any great 
favors, but still it has been civil enough and polite 
enough. Our old friends of the Intelligencer owe 
me nothing, and { owe them nothing. Therefore, 
I am not influenced in my vote on this subject by 
considerations of private friendship. I do 
suppose any other Senator is so influenced. 


the people, so that every man who chooses may 
know precisely what we are doing; and when he 
reads the paper may be able to say, ‘‘ 1 am read- 
ing an official report of what is going on in the 


Senate; it is not guess work; I am not reading a | 
garbled account of a gentleman’s speech by a letter- | 
writer; | am not reading a garbled account, or a | 


mere synopsis by a‘ writer, which gives not what 
was said, but the impressions made on his mind; 


lam reading precisely what the Senator said.’’ | 
He can make 


Then he has accurate information. 
up his mind, as a man of sense, as to whether 
what was said was right or wrong; and 1 am 
willing that he shall take it either through the 
Union, through the Intelligencer, or through the 
Sentinel, just according to the several predilections 
of each man. 


them over the other. If the Union does not think 


proper to take the contract, let it not take it. If 


the Intelligencer thinks proper to take it, let it 
take it. If the Sentinel cannot publish the debates 
at the rates we propose, leave it out. Make the 
proposition the same to each one of them. It 


seems to me this will settle the whole difficulty | 


upon an intelligible and justifiable principle. 


Mr. WELLER. 


Mr. BROWN. What is the precise motion? 
I have been out. 


Mr. WELLER. Undoubtedly, after the Sen- 


ator has occupied the attention of the Senate for 
ten or fifteen minutes, the legitimate presumption 
is that he knew what the question was. 


Mr. BROWN. Undoubtedly. I only under- 


stand what is the general subject before us; but | 


what the precise question before the Senate is, I 
do not understand, nor is it necessar 
should understand that to address myself to the 


| Senate. 
Then I am for paying to the Union, to the Senti- | 


a 


They are not going to turn | 


not | 
My | 
object in voting for this is, that what we are doing | 
here should go out, through all the journals, to | 


I am not for patronizing one of | 


that I | 


| the principles of the Administration 


If the Senate is ready to | 
_vote on the question now, I have nothing to say. 


_ May 1%, 


| The question is on the motion to refe 


insist upon it, though I should not be much in || subject to the Committee on Printing, Whole 


_Mr. WELLER. The Senator from Miss; 
sippi undoubtedly spoke to the question, Th 
is no doubt about that; I am only astonished thar 


he thought it necessary to inquire aft 
through. f * ar he wus 


Mr. BROWN. I guessed it. 

Mr. WELLER. he usual rule is 
tain what the question is, and then to gs 
it. My friend from Mississippi, with his stron 
instincts, found out what the question was bef 
he ascertained it from the Chair, and, I must say. 
spoke very sensibly upon it. (Laughter, y 

{ am very sorry that the Senator from Michi 
(Mr. Srvart] has found it necessary to make th. 
remarks which he has made to-day. The on) 
effect of those remarks would be to get up a dis. 
pute here among the Democrats, to the enjoymen; 
of our Whig friends upon the other side, and, no 
doubt, to the unprofitableness of the Democratic 
party. That Senator knew very well that ther 
was a certain portion of his colleagues here in the 
Democratic party who were opposed to the policy 
which had been adopted by the Administration 
in regard to the distribution of the public patron. 
age. There are many of us of the old line who 
cannot forgive the Free-Soil faction of 1848, for 
treacherously betraying the Democratic party, 
We have believed that the lowest seats in the 
Democratic church should be assigned to them; 
and that, in the distribution of the public fayor, 
the good and true men—the honest portion of the 
Democratic party—who stood by it in adversity 
as well as in prosperity, should receive the public 
— ow, sir, the Senator from Michigan 

vas dragged this in, and although he disclaims 
having any personal feeling whatever, so far as 
the Sentinel and Union are concerned, proceeds 
to read the Sentinel out of the Democratic church, 
I deny his authority to read the editors of that 
paper out of the Democratic party. I undertake 
to say that, upon all questions connected with the 
Democratic party, and with the principles of that 
party, the Sentinel has as warmly and as zealously 
sustained it, in all respects, as the Senator from 
Michigan. I claim, Mr. President, to be a Dem- 


to aseer. 
eak Upon 


ocrat. 

Mr. STUART. As this matter has some refer- 
ence to me personally, I beg to correct the Sena- 
tor. I certainly did not make any effort to read 
the Sentinel out of the Democratic party. | 
simply read from the Sentinel’s article of to-day 
its attacks upon the President and upon the See- 
retary of State, and asked whether it was the Py 
of the Democratic party in the Senate to take ad- 
ditional pains, and appropriate some $16,000 out 
of the Treasury, to sustain the paper that pursued 
that course—whether it would be wise to do so’ 
I never undertook to say whether that was a party 
paper or not. 

r. WELLER. I regret very much to be 
compelled to say that two thirds of the article 
which the Senator has read meets the approbation 
of my judgment, and I should be a hypocrite if | 
did not avow it Rere. Now, sir, the extracts 
which the Senator has read from the Sentinel do 
not satisfy me that it is an anti-Democratic paper, 
nor do I regard the head of the Administration as 
the Democratic party. We have certain great 
principles which we have heretofore rigidly and 
faithfully maintained, and I am not disposed to 
sustain the Administration except so far as that 

Administration may stand by those principles; 
and when it sees proper to confer its favors upon 
the Free-Soilers of 1848, you cannot expect that 
that will receive the sanction of my judgment. [n 

cordially 
concur; but its policy in this particular I have 
never approved. This opinion I am not hype 
crite enough to conceal. 2 ; 
Now, what was the object of the introduction 
of this? The Senator knew very well that there 
were certain Senators here, as they had shown .. 

Executive session, who were opposed to this Pe , 

icy. He desired to provoke a discussion,-ane, 


| probably, put himself in the position of the ape 


cial advocate of the Administration; and all oa 
who do not choose to come up and ety e 
Sentinel upon his dixit were henceforth to OE 
garded as enemies of the powers that be. Or @! 
_ he suppose we had not the moral courage to ric 
our honest opinions? Mr. President, no man 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Waker.) |, more confidence in the honesty and integrity of 
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hoe the present Chief Magistrate thanI have. There | Mr. WELLER. Will the Secretary be good || Free-Soilers in 1848, and who treacherously be- 

_ no one who will go further in sustaining him, | enough to read the amendment submitted by the || trayed the party, I indorse it to the utmost 
<o long as he stands (where he has thus far faith- || Senator from Michigan to the original proposition ? || extent. Nor do | like the policy which retains 
here fully stood) by Democratic principles, than I will; } The Secretary read as follows: Strike out all || men in office whose influence is now used to 
that aud there will be none who will denounce him || after the word “ Resolved,”’ and insert: || defeat the great question now pending in the 


was with more violence when he de arts from them. I || That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he is hereby, || House of Representatives. If | were President 
am the slave of no man. Whilst I sustain the |) directed to contract with the proprietors of the Waeiie- _ of the United States, I should bestow my patron- 
ound and just-principles upon which the present || ton Sentinel, Washington Union, and the National Intel- |} age upon sound and true men, not apes those 
tnd Executive has administered the Government, I || oe all the proceedings and debates of || who, in days of danger and of trial, shamefully 
pon claim the rightas a Democratic Senator, to disap- | “ ; deserted, and escaped to the enemy. For truck- 
‘Ong srove the policy adopted in the distribution ofthe || Mr. WELLER. That will do, Mr. Secretary. | ling, time-serving politicians, who shift the sails 
fore bederal patronage. When I dare not do this,I || If! understand it, that proposition was submitted | to suit every popular breeze, 1 have no respect. 
Bay, will resign my seat and go home. : _ || this morning by the Senator from Michigan as || There are true men enough in this country to ad- 
: But, sir, I do not desire now to go into a dis- || an amendment to the original resolution submitted | minister the Government. 
gun cussion of this question. The time may come || by the Senator from Indiana. The Senator then || But, Mr. President, I will not prolong this 
the when, in the discharge of my duties here as an } comes in and reads an article from the Sentinel, || debate. I am anxious to have the question dis- 
only independent Senator, I may be called upen to || from which he endeavors to demonstrate to the | posed of. 
dis. spea , and I shall speak then as I have spoken in | Democratic party that it would be exceedingly Mr. BROWN. I am not going to enter into 
a times past, without restraint, without fear, favor, | impolitic to bestow any patronage on that paper. any controversy with my friend from California; 
No or affection. It is a strange that a simple | Now, sir, | submit the question to the Senate, || but I must say just here, that I protest against this 
ratic roposition to put the Sentinel upon the same || whether, after that Senator has submitted a res- thing of repeating constantly that there is a por- 
here terms recently occupied and abandoned by the | olution for the employment of that. paper as | tion of the Democratic party that is not honest. 
the National Intelligencer and Union should have pro- |, one of the printers of our proceedings, it was || Now, insist upon the honesty ofthe whole party. 
licy yoked these remarks from the Senator from Mich- proper for him to read from its editorials to show Mr. WELLER. The whole party that voted 
tion ian. They were wholly unnecessary. They | that the editor was outside of a ‘‘ healthy organ- | for Pierce? 
~ were calculated, if they produced any effect what- || ization?” The Senator from Michigan has put Mr. BROWN. Every one of them. [Laughter. } 
ever, to sow the seeds of discord in the party to || himself in that position. He tells the Senatethat | think it is the most honest party in the world, 
for 


which he and 1 belong; and lead to unprofitable || his only object in reading the article was to show 


d to , the most honest party that ever lived, or ever had 
rly debate. I will not now stop to inquire which of || that the Democratic party in the Senate ought to ‘ 


t e ous an existence anywhere. [Renewed laughter.} 
the us is the best exponent of Democratic principles. || hesitate before they give $17,000—(I think it was | Brutus was an honorable man; Caesar was an 
am | know that I am a Democrat, and have been so | $16,000 a few minutes ago; he has risen a thou- || honorable man; we are all honorable men. This 
~ all my life. I have shown it by my acts and by | sand)—tc a paper that was denouncing the Ad- | thing of saying that some are honest men and 
‘the my votes; and if the Senator has as cleanarecord | ministration, or, at least, the President and Secre- some are not would get up quarreling in the fam- 
may —and J say nothing about that—as I have, we | tary of State. Then what does he do? Why, | ily, and I do not want that. [Renewed laughter. | . 
ble shall both pass current in the country as Demo- | he is the very Senator who submits the motion to | But what I want to do is to offer an amendment to 
gan crats. If | were compelled to express an opinion || give employment to that paper which is thus out- | the resolution which, I think, if Senators will lis- 
‘ims upon the subject, I should claim that upon some || side of the Democratic party! Now, sir, it is ten to it, will settle this whole matter. 
hy of the great questions of the country I am sounder |, very seldom that a Senator feels compelled to vote Mr. JOHNSON. With the permission of my 
teds than he is. That ismy private opinion; but I do || against a ee which he has introduced friend from Mississippi, I desire to ask if the 
rch. not wish to express it publicly. [Laughter.] || himself! have frequently known Senators to | Senator from Michigan has made the amendment 
that Mr.STUART. Mr. President, have no dis- | make speeches one way, and then vote the other | which I suggested ? 
take position to enter into any personal controversy | way; but it is very rarely that a Senator intro- Mr. STUART. Ihave made the amendment 
the with the Senator from California, and I think I | duces a proposition, makes a speech, and then | suggested by the Senator, as to the time of publi- 
that may say, further, that it does not lie in his power || moves to get rid of the question, by referring it to cation, except that I put it at twenty-four hours 
ualy to provoke me to such a controversy. If he is || the Committee on Printing. Yet the Senator from || after the publication in the Daily Globe. 
ny satisfied with sounding to the country, as he has || Michigan bas seen proper to place himself in that Mr. JOHNSON. Let it be read. 
= done within the last five minutes, his own fame | position! He introduces os haat to employ Mr. BROWN. Read the amendment which I 

as a Democrat, I have not the slightest disposition | the Sentinel to publish the debates, and then propose. 

seal to tarnish it. J shall leave the country to find out |} labors hard to prove that it is unworthy of our | The Secretary read the amendment. It is to 
ae how long I have been a Democrat, acting on the | support. _ aah __,| Strike out ‘to be done within such time as the 

very old maxim, a tolerably sound one, that it is || n speaking of my Democracy I did not desire || said Secretary shall deem papers and insert 

r not wise for me at least to trumpet my own fame. | to trumpet my fame tothe country. 1am, per- | ‘shall be copied from the Globe, by authority, 
Seen Now, sir, have provoked no discussion re- | haps, as well known to the country as the Sena- | and shall be published within forty-eight hours 
jut specting the democracy of the Sentinel, none || tor from Michigan. I desire no discussion with || after the same sppeery in the Globe.” 

d respecting the democracy of the Union, none re- || him; I will say nothing to provoke him, for noth- Mr. BROWN. Now read the whole. 
doe specting the democracy of the President of the | ing but the most kindly relations have subsisted Mr. STUART. I accept that as a part of my 

aid United States, or the Secretary of State. Isimply, | between us hitherto. He says that he would not | amendment. 

a) sit, met this proposition, which is, on this day, to | do anything to provoke a debate with me. Tam = = -‘The amendment, as modified, was read, as fol- 

aaty appropriate about $17,000 out of the public Treas- |, Sure he meant nothing personal by that. It was | jows: 

be’ for the purpose of publishin the debates and only because he did nos desire that members of That the Secretary of the Senate be, and is hereby, 
be proceedings of the Senate in the Washington Sen- the same Democratic family should be brought | directed to contract with the proprietors of the Washington 
ticle tinel. I read from the editorial article in that paper in collision here. So understanding it I pass it by. | Sentinel, Washington Union, and National Intelligencer, for 
sion of to-day attacks upon the Secretary of State and Mr. STUART. I meant to say this. l regard publishing all the proceedings and debates of the Senate, or 
the President of the United States by name, and | the Senator from California as my political and | With such of them as shall desire to do so: Provided, That 
if I a, Ye 4 ; y ’ | . such publication shall be copied from the Globe, by authority, 
acts upon the Administration in the aggregate, and | personal friend ; and I meant to say that I would and shall be published within forty-eight hours after the 

1 do then I asked what would the country say if the not do anything to provoke any personal discus- | same appears in the Globe, and at the rate of $4 50 per 

per, Senate of the United States, having a large Demo- || sion. That is what | meant. column ; and that he contract with the proprietor of the 


cratic majority, on the very same day that that Mr. WELLER. | supposed it was of a politi- | Globe for five thousand additional copies of the Congres- 








os article appeared, thus attacking the®Administra- || cal character. sional Globe and Appendix for the present Congress. 
‘and tion, which is the representative now of the great Mr. STUART. No, sir. Mr. WALKER. The very last branch of the 
do Democratic principles of the country, selected the Mr. WELLER. As it was very inexpedient, proposition now before the Senate, it occurs to 
that paper, and put $17,000 into its pockets? I thought |, of course, to get up a discussion among us Dem- | me, will require another amendment. I can see 
les; the inference would be unfavorable to the Demo- , ocrats, especially when the enemy is in the field. | 0 object in purchasing five thousand copies of the 
\pon cratic party at large throughout the country. I || There are enough of the Whig party to fight | Congressional Globe forthis Congress only. If I 
hat think so now. I thought that any unnecessary || against, without warring against each other. The | ©a0 understand the design of the Senate, it is to 
. In effort to sustain any paper that does that, no mat- | time will come when we shall have to divide. | put the Globe on the footing of the Senate taking 
ally ter what it is, be it Union, or Sentinel, or any- |, There is no doubt about that. We brought this | five thousand copies of it, as a continuous thing, 
have thing else, was bad policy for the Democratic || Administration into power with the votes of all | more than it is now taking. The amendment 
ypo- party. In this I do not think I have legitimately || sorts of people. (Laughter.] We had Free- would apply to the series of the Globe for this 
placed myself under any attempted denunciation || Soilers and Abolitionists uniting with the sound Congress only. ; 
tion of the honorable Senator from California. Notat | portion of the Democratic party of the North. We Mr. BADGER. I will say to my friend, that 
ie all, J said distinctly that [ had no personal feel- | had disunionists and fire-eaters in the South; and | this whole resolution applies to this Congress only; 
m in ingy NO political feeling; it was a mere question of || all, by force of circumstances, were thrown into | but with the understanding that it will be followed 
pol- iscretion. So far as relates to the editor of the || the Democratic party, and brought this Adminis- | out. ' 
and, nion, I have not the honor of knowing him; and | tration into power. The Democratic party, no Mr. BROWN. We have no right to binda 
, 80 far as relates to one of the editors of the Senti- || doubt, requires purging. [{Laughter.] t have no | future Coaarees in regard to a matter of contract. 
7a, nel, I know him but partially, and am on the | doubt the patient will be very much reduced in Mr. GWIN. Is the motion to refer the resolu- 
, the most friendly terms with him. || strength by that purgation; but he will be a | tion to the Committee on Printing pending? 
e re- I certainly not consent to detain the Seh- | somal and safer man hereafter. You have got The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpar- 
r did ate longer, because it is not necessary to excul- | to get rid of these disagreeable adjuncts—those ick in the chair.) There is no motion pending, 
vow pate myself from what I have never done, and no |, excrescences upon the Democratic party. But as the Chair understands, to refer it. 
has emt of the honorable Senator from Califor- now I desire to say simply this, that so far as the Mr. GWIN. I make that motion. 
ty of daa'a give any construction to my remarks other || remarks of the Sentinel upon this Administration | Mr. BROWN. [understand the Senator from 
an what the remarks themselves indicate. | 


in appointing men to office who were notorious | Michigan accepts my amendment. 
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Mr. STUART. Certainly. 

Mr. BRIGHT. What is the proposition now | 
before the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. To refer the 
resoluuion and amendment to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. BRIGHT. When the honorable Senator 
from Michigan offered his amendment, I stated 
that | was willing to acceptit. | think, in doing 
that, I showed that | had no personal feeling in 
this matter. Senators have spoken of a contest 
here between papers, vhs °9 sir, (Mr. Firz- 
rarrick being in the i> among the number. | 
I participate inno contest whatever. I can say 
that Lam as free from personal feeling in what I 
have said as any other gentleman who has spoken. | 
My object in introducing the proposition was to 
benefit the public, not in dividuals; and as the In- 
telligencer and Union had both declined that which 
is now offered the Sentinel, I certainly did not | 
feel that it was offering any great boon to the pro- | 
wrietors of that paper. Now, Mr. President, | 
fe indicated my feelings as regards this matter, 
by offering to accept the amendment of the hon- 
orable Senator from Michigan; that gives the 
same service to each paper, and the same price 
for it; and I again repeat, that | will accept it, if | 
the motion to refer is withdrawn, and a direct vote | 
can be had. 
Some objection is made to the amendment of 
the Senator from Michigan, on the ground that it | 
proposes to take five thousand additional copies of | 
the Globe. Ithink that but fair. If the Globe 
pays the increased expense of reporting our pro- | 
ceedings, additional compensation should be given | 
the proprietor by increasing the number of extra | 
copies we take, in order to indemnify him therefor, | 
This is the most unexceptionable manner in which | 
it can be done, for the reason that it gives the ex- | 
tra copies to Senators for distribution among their | 
constituents. This is not money thrown away. | 
They are valuable as books of reference in all 
time to come; and they are worth all that we pay | 

for them, if properly distributed. 

I hope the Senate will come to a vote, and finally | 
dispose of this subject. 

Mr. GWIN. I renew my motion to refer to | 
the Conimittee on Printing. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Ihave not the most remote | 
idea that that motion will prevail; butif it should, 
1 will renew my original resolution. 

Mr. GWIN. I happen to differ in opinion | 
from the Senator on that point. 1 undertake to | 
say no member of the Senate knows what ex- 
pense will be incurred by the Senate under the 
resolution, if it passes. It is not now the eame | 
proposition that was at first presented to the 
Senate to-day. It has been changed entirely in its | 
features since it came before the Senate, and I am 
entirely opposed to it. 1 am opposed to it in | 
every form in which it can come to increase the 
number of papersin which the entire proceedings | 
of this body are to be published. 1 undertake to | 
say that there is not a man in the United States, 
not one outside of the Globe office, who contin- | 
uously reads the whole proceedings of the two 
Houses of Congress. There is not a man who | 
takes up that paper, and goes through, in detail, | 
the whole of those proceedings. It is very import- | 
ant to havea full record among the archives of | 
the country of the proceedings of the two Houses 
of Congress, and to that extent we should go, in | 
my opinion, and no further. 

So far as I am concerned, I am anxious to sus- | 
tain the Globe; but [ am utterly opposed to giving | 
this printing to the newspapers of this District, | 
and fastening them upon the Treasury, for the pur- | 
pose of maintaining their political existence, for | 
they are political papers. I think that when we | 
get an official record, a paper that gives the official | 
proceedings of the two ea of Congress, we 
should be content with that, and should go no 
further. 


At all events, I think it is disrespectful to the | 
| 


i 


Committee on Printing that so important a ques- 
tion as this should be taken entirely away from 
them, pererpiarty when two members of that com- 
mittee have just been added to it. Thesubject has 
not been investigated by the present committee; | 
and certainly we do not treat them with that re- | 
spect which U think is due to every committee here, | 
when we fail to refor the subject to them for their | 
investigation. | 
I may be entirely mistaken about the necessity |! 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





___ May 117, 





of printing these proceedings; but certainly when | 
the whole of the proceedings are published in one |) 
paper in this District, in detail, from this time || 
until the end of the session, it will cease to be = || 
newspaper, except with regard to the doings of } 
Congress. I do not think it is proper for us to | 
act prematurely upon this matter; and | think no 
harm can result from referring it to the Committee | 
on Printing, and Jettung them make a report of | 
what we should do. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I hope the | 
motion made by the honorable Senator from Cal- 
ifornia, [Mr. Gwin,} to refer the resolution, will 
not receive the sanction of the Senate. For this 
opinion of mine | could assign several reasons; 
but one, 1 think, is enurely sufficient, and will 
commend itself to the consideration of every 
member of the Senate, and especially of my Dem- | 
ocratic friends on this floor. First, when this 
subject comes up again by a report from the com- | 
mittee, we shall have all this debate over again. | 
That is a serious evil to us all. Secondly, we | 
may have some unfortunate disclosures, calcu- 
luted either to widen the existing breach, or to 
make more discoveries respecting the existing 
breach between the members of the harmonious 
Democratic party. I should be exceedingly pained, 
having the greatest regard and respect for that | 
party, and especially for my friends on this floor 
who belong to it, to see any more such painful || 
exhibitions as have been presented here to-day. | 
{Laughter.} And especially should | be sorry to 
hear the Senator from California [Mr. Wetter} 
making a statement of the heterogeneous mate- 
rials which composed the triumphant unity which | 
resulted in the election of President Pierce to the | 
high office which he now fills; and to have my | 
friend from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] under the | 
necessity of getting up and protesting on this floor | 
—as if any man ever had a doubt of it, [laughter] | 
—that every member of the Democratic party, of | 
whatever shade or stripe, is perfectly honest in 
all his purposes and motives. [Renewed laugh- 
ter.] Sir, asa friend to the Senate, as reluctant || 
to have a consumption of the time of the Senate 
by a renewal of the debate, and as feeling an es- | 
pecial anxiety to preserve the Union intact, and | 
to keep the character unsoiled, of the great Dem- | 
ocratic party in the United States, (laughter,] | 
I do insist that the Senate shall dispose of this || 
matter now. What good can arise from delay? | 
None at all. Are not all of us who are the true | 
friends of the Democratic party ready to vote for |, 
this resolution? [Renewed laughter. } 

Mr. WELLER. All of us? 

Mr. BADGER. Surely we are. Why, there- | 
fore, postpone the subject? 1 hope we shall act 
upon it now. 

Mr. GWIN. Iask forthe yeas and nays upon | 
my motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON. As it has been proposed to 
refer the resolution to the Committee on Printing, 
I wish to say that I was not a member of that | 
committee at the timethis subject was considered. 
It has been, I will suggest to my friend from Cal- | 
ifornia, before the Committee on Printing, and it 
was considered by them. I was not a member of 
the committee at that time; but I have investigated 
the subject, so far as regards that portion which | 
relates to the Globe is concerned, minutely. I have | 
for weeks at a time; I have investigated every part | 


q 





and branch of it; and | am satisfied that that part || 


of the proposition is right, and that if we fail to | 
agree to something like that, we shall have a diffi- | 
culty here with regard to the reports, and you | 
cannot help it. You do not want to do injustice, | 
and yet you will do injustice to the Globe, unless | 
you take the five thousand additional copies, as | 
provided for by theresolution, That I can assert 
as a member of the committee,on my own respon- | 
sibility, without regard to my position as a mem- 
ber of the committee, after a full investigation of | 
the subject. I have satisfied myself of that; and, | 
so far as that is concerned, I do not want to see | 
it referred to the committee atall. It was reported | 
upon by the committee before I became a mem- 
ber of it. 

As to the other part of the resolution, gentle- 
men all know the facts which have a direct bear- | 
ing upon the subject. A few years ago you | 
printed, in some three papers, all the proceedings 
of the Senate 

Mr.CHASE. Two. 

Mr. WELLER. Three, including the Globe. 








| $7 50 per column, and now it is 


Mr. CHASE. The Globe came in j 
the Intelligencer. on ee 
Mr. JOHNSON. Did not the 
the Union, and the Globe print them 

time? 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa. No, sir. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Did not the Republic? 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. No, sir, never. 
Mr. JOHNSON. The Republic never had it 
on well, then you had to pay $7 50 acolumn t, 
the Union and Intelligencer. Now you pro - 
to pay $4 50 to the papers mentioned in the io 


Intelligencer, 
at the same 


_lution. The only thing that I am not prepared to 


answer for is as to the fairness of that co 


: mpensa- 
tion—whether $4 50 a column is or js ; 


k ‘ Not to 
| much. Whether itis a fair compensation is Pa 
only question that is left on my mind. Gentle. 


men tell me that they have disinterested testimony 
to the fact that $4 50 is a faircompensation, (jp 
the assurance of the testimony which they have 
ft am willing to concede that. : 
Then you formerly had those papers receiyino 
roposed to give 
them $4 50. Itis true that you smn prante 
more of them now; but if you design to publish 
and continue publishing in the papers here, you 
will have gained at the rate of three dollars a col. 
umn on every column published in them by this 
change. 
Five thousand additional copies are proposed 


| to be given to the Globe for the purpose of increas. 


ing the compensation to that paper to meet the 
changes which have occurred in all things since 
the period when you made the first contract with 
that paper—changes which have been so greatas 
to break down all the other papers engaged in 
this reporting and printing at $7 50 a column, 
We must know that the same causes act upon the 
Globe concern with an equal force, and probably 
with greater force, because at this day, and for 
this Congress, the reporting is done not only, as 
gentlemen have conceded here, better than it is 
anywhere else in the world, but the publication 
of the reports, by working day and night, by 
steam as well as manual labor, is done better than 
it ever has been before. 

There is no difficulty in my mind in regard to 
this matterat all. As a member of the Committee 
on Printing, I have no idea that I shall change my 
opinion as to the propriety of the Globe concern 
being paid additional compensation. With refer- 
ence to the other part of the discussion, Senators 
can judge as well as I can; and there is no disre- 
spect to the Committee on Printing—for one, at 
least, 1 can say that I will not so consider it—in 
failing to refer it to them. If you do so refer, you 
will bave the discussion all over again hereafter, 
when it is reported back from them. You have 
the facts substantially now before you, and can 
act upon them. : 

Mr. GWIN. Iam aware of the fact that the 
Senator from Arkansas was not a member of the 
Committee on Printing when this subject was in- 
vestigated ; and there is also another Senator, who 
is not now in his seat, the Senator from Maine, 
{Mr. Fessenven,] who is also a member of that 
committee now. 

| Mr. FITZPATRICK. I can perhaps give the 
Senator the information he is poll eriry You have 
a report lying on your table now which is the 
result of the action of the Printing Committee. It 
has been sleeping there perhaps some two months. 
That subject was brought to the notice of the 
Senate upon a resolution introduced by the Sena- 
tor from Arkansas, [Mr. Jounson.] is resolu- 
tion was to take the same number of copies of the 
Globe for the Senate as are taken by the House 
of Representatives. It was taken up by the com- 
"mittee, and very fully and legitimately discussed. 
At that time the committee was composed of the 
honorable Senator from Connecticut, [Mr.Sit# 5) 
the honorable Senator from Maine, (Mr. Ham- 
L1n,] who was chairman, and myself. We scru- 
| tinized, with a great deal of nicety, the facts con- 
‘nected with the whole transaction. We referred 
| the case to an officer who is intimately conversant 
with the amount of the actual cost to the Globe, 
‘and the amount to which the Government would 
_ ba subjected, if the increase contemplated by the 
"Senator from Arkansas was allowed. After much 
| deliberation, the committee reported and recom- 
mended the Senate to increase the subscription ' 
the Globe, perhaps to the number of forty-eigh! 
copies to each Senator. The House of Repre- 
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sentatives is composed of two hundred and thirty- | 
four members and four Delegates. The members 
of that House, if 1 am not mistaken, receive 
twenty-four copies each. The members of this 
hody receive but twelve. The resolution of the | 
Senator from Arkansas was to allow the same |) 
number of copies to be taken by the Senate as is 
taken by the House of Representatives. Accord- 
ing to the best recollections which I have now, 
though some time has elapsed since | examined | 
the subject, that would have allowed to each mem- 
ber of this body, I think, about ninety-one copies 
of the Congressional Globe and Appendix, at a 
cost of what I cannot attempt to say, as I have not 
had the time todo it since this debate commenced ; 
but at some very considerable increase of cost. 
After the question had been fully discussed, a | 
majority of the committee recommended the Sen- | 
ate to Increase the number to forty-eight to be 
taken for each Senator. I did not concur in that | 
report. | satisfied myself, from statistics, and | 
from the opinion of gentlemen who seemed to be 
conversant with the subject, that thirty-six copies 
were as large a number as my discretion and judg- | 
ment would authorize me to recommend to the Sen- 
ate; and hence the report was not acted upon, and | 
was not concurred in at the time it was made. 
Now, it is proposed to go beyond that by the reso- | 
lution of the Senator from Indiana, and the anrend- 
ment of the Senator from Michigan, and we un- 
dertake really to take now from the publisher of 
the Globe as many copies as are taken by the 
House of Representatives, when, in fact, the re- 
ort on the table recommends that each Senator | 
should receive forty-four or forty-eight copies. | 
Mr. BROWN. My friend from Alabama will 
allow me at this point to make a statement. The 
proceedings of the Senate under our rules are about 
as voluminous as the proceedings of the House. 
We have no hour rule here, and if the Senator 
will take the pains to look over the reports, he will 
find that there is about as much matter reported 
and printed for the Senate as is reported and print- 
ed for the House. But this House is numerically 
not much over one fourth the size of the House 
of Representatives. Now, if twenty-four copies 
are given to each of the Representatives, that | 
necessarily pays the publisher a much larger sum | 
than if you give twenty-four copies to each mem- 
ber of the Senate, for he sells nearly four times 
the number of volumes to the House that he does 
tothe Senate. ‘The Senator in making his calcu- 
lation ought to take that into the account. When 
you have taken the number proposed here, you 
still will not have taken as many copies of the 
book as are taken by the House of Representa- 
tives, though they will be more, of course, to each 
particular member here; but the profits accruing | 
to the publisher will be still less in the Senate than 
-hey are in the House of Representatives; while | 
his expenditures for publishing in the Senate are | 
equal to his expenditures in the other House of | 
Congress. It is not a question, therefore, as to | 
whether you shall take forty-eight copies or a less 
or greater number, but whether you shall pay 
about the same price for reporting and publishing 
here which is paid for the reporting and publish- 
ing of the other House? 
Mr. CLAYTON. I wish to ask my friend 
from Alabama one question before he goes on, | 
and that is, will this additional appropriation of | 
five thousand copies pay the editor of the Globe, 
the regular reporter, a fair compensation or not? 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. That is almost double | 
the amount recommended by the committee. 
Mr. BROWN. If the Senator will allow mea 
moment; | have made a calculation, If you in- | 
Crease the subscription to five thousand and | 
twenty-two copies, it will then divide exactl 
eighty-one copies to each Senator; if you keep it | 
at the present amount, five iceehende it will be | 
eighty copies and a fraction over. Togetclear of | 
that fraction, I intended to propose to add twenty- | 
two more copies. 
Mr. CLAYTON. Will that pay the editor? | 
Mr. BROWN. [ understand it will, with the | 
number taken by the House. Atthis point, I will | 
many friend from Indiana to accept thatamend- | 
Mr. BRIGHT. [ have no objection to it. 
Mr. BROWN. Then I propose to make the 
Number five thousand and twenty-two, so as to | 
have them divided equally. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. I was about to say | 
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that, anxious as I am to place the reporting and 
printing on the footing which I have indicated, | 
am not willing to increase the number to the ex- 
tent contemplated in the resolution. | am extreme- 
ly anxious to confine the reporting to the solitary 
paper, the Globe. From al! that | have heard of 
that paper, [ understand that the loss to the pro- 
prietor is accruing in this body. I am frank 
enough to say, according to the best information 
| have on the subject, that he sustains a loss here, 
isolated and disconnected from the House of Rep- 
resertatives, in the publication of the reports; but 
not one word of complaint has been made about 
the loss in the House of Representatives, so far 
as | have heard. The publishing for the House 
of Representatives, and the publishing for this 
body, are part and parcel of the same work; and 
when you take the profits which, I feel assured, 
accrue to the publisher from the large number of 
copies taken by the House of Representatives, 
and the large number here, it is a question involv- 
ing great doubt whether he is an intrinsic loser by 
the publication of the proceedings of Congress at 
the price he now gets. He is required to publish 
six thousand four hundred and fifty-six copies, if 
lam not mistaken, being twenty-four copies to 
each member of the House of Representatives, 
and twelve to each Senator. 

Mr. BROWN. If my friend will allow me, the 
publisher of the Globe sells to the House about 
five thousand seven hundred and twelve copies. 
If 1 am correct in stating that the proceedings of 
the Senate are as voluminous as the proceedings 
of the House, then to pay him the same remuner- 
ation which the House pays him, we ought to 
take the same number of copies. I have never 
understood that he was excessively paid by the 
House. He is paid a fair, living price for his 
work—for the expense of reporting and printing— 
by taking five thousand seven hundred and twelve 
copies. We propose to take five thousand and 
twenty-two, so as to make the number divide 
equally. 

[ think my friend from Alabama is altogether 
mistaken when he wants to charge a portion of the 
profit in the House to the Senate, because the 
publisher makes a larger profit, as he insists, in 
the House, and therefore, that he ought to make 
no profit in the Senate. I take it for granted that 
the House Printing Committee have looked into 
this matter, and have agreed to pay nothing more 
than a fair living profit for what they get, leaving 
the Senate to do what it pleases. I take what they 
have done as the basis of our action. Having been 
a member of that House for many years, and | 
having looked into this subject, | am prepared to 
say that the remuneration to the Globe for these 
publications is barely a living profit, nothing more. 

Why, look atthe book! There is not a pub- 
lishing house in all Christendom, or outside of 
Christendom, that will publish so much matter 
for so small a sum of money. If my honorable 
friend from Alabama will take the pains to look 
into the matter, he will find that the Bible itself, 
confessedly the cheapest publication on the face 
of the earth, is not even now by the Bible socie- 
ties published so cheap, in proportion to the quan- 
tity of matter that goes into it, as is the Congres- 
sional Globe. I do not speak of the value of the | 
matter, because itis just as expensive, you know, 
to set up bad matter as it is to set up good mat- 
ter; and if we insist upon its publication, we pay 
by the bulk, and not by the quality of the book. 
No man can take up the Congressional Globe, 
_and look at the type in which it is set, and com- 
pare it with any other publication that ever was | 
made, and find a book that is published at solow 
a price; therefore the profit on each particular vol- | 
ume must be very small, and you must take a | 
very large number to make it at all remunerative. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Will this pay? 
| Mr. BROWN. I understand that if the num- 
ber proposed in the proposition of the Senator 
from Michions be taken, it will afford a fair re- 
| munerative price, and nothing more. 
| Mr.CLAYTON. Then I am for it. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. There is another very | 
important matter which seems to escape the no- 
| tice of the Senate, and one which I really think 
| should command their attention. [ appeal to you, 
, sir, and to every gentleman on this floor, to know || 
| if, after the debates have been reported and setup | 
and the press-work paid for, for a certain number | 
' of copies, a larger number cannot be published for | 


_n 


| almost half the amount which would have been 


required for the original publication. ‘That is a 
matter which involved the scrutiny of the com- 


| mittee; and although the Senate seem disposed to 


act in this matter without any reference to a com- 
mittee, | ask them to pause and reflect before 
they increase so largely the subscription to the 
Globe. No one, | trust, will accuse meof any 
prejudice against that paper. From the com- 
mencement of the discussion to the present hour, 
I have endeavored, with all my energies, to con- 
fine the reporting and printing of our debates to 
that paper, and to pay the proprietor such prices 
as would enable him to live. It is said that the 
publishing of the Congressional Globe and Ap- 
pendix for the House of Representatives should 
be considered distinct from the publication for the 
Senate. But I repeat, if you take the number 
furnished to the House, ond ot it to the publica- 
tion here in the aggregate, it is a guestion in- 
volving a great doubt whether the publisher of the 
Globe is a loser or not. 

But, sir, what is to be the great cost of the 
publication of the Globe? The proprietor is re- 
quired to publish seven hundred and forty-four 
copies, in order to give to each Senator the num- 
ber to which he is entitled. When, as | before 
remarked, the resolution of the gentleman from 
Arkansas, proposing to largely increase this 
number was referred to the committee, they sub- 
mitted the question to a gentleman who was inti- 
mately conversant with this matter; and we re- 
quired from him statistics to show whether that 
work could not be published in a larger number 
for a less price than the number then published by 
the Senate, and | will present his statements. 

The Senator from Mississippi overlooks the 
fact that reporting, composition, and press-work 
are the most important items in this matter, and 
after you have them paid for, additional copies can 
be published for a very small price comparatively. 
I have many statistics on this subject. I have in 
my possession a great deal of information derived 
from the gentleman to whom the matter was re- 
ferred by the committee, and in order that the 
Senate may understand the question, | ask leave 
to read one of his statements. Although | am 
anxious, and have been from the commencement, 
to place the publication of the debates solely in the 
hands of the proprietor of the Globe, I do not 


| feel inclined to remain quiet and see so large a 


number voted, when I am satisfied that a smaller 
would afford a remunerative price. I have here 
a statement of Mr. Towers, chief clerk of the 
Superintendent on Public Printing, in which he 
says: 
March 2, 1854. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following answer to 
your verbal inquiries, made yesterday, respecting the net 
cost to the printer of additional copies of the Congressional 
Globe and Appendix. 

Your first inquiry was, ** What will be the net cost to 
the printer of 744 copies of the Congressional Globe and 
Appendix, in addition to those now subscribed for by the 


| Senate ??’—making in all, 24 copies for each Senator, being 
| the same number that is now furnished each Representatite 


and Delegate in Congress. 

The answer is: As 4,920 copies is to $19,356, so is 744 
copies to the answer. The net cost to the printer, there- 
fore, will be $2,927 
The subscription price for 744 copies for the two sessions 

ofthe Thirty-Third Congress, at 89 per copy, is... $6,696 
The cost, as before stated, will be...... cece eeeees 2,927 





Leaving a profit on those copies of............ «.<@3,769 


Your second inquiry was, “‘ What will be the net cost of 
1,488 additional copies? ’’—being 36 copies in all for each 
Senator. 

Answer. 


| The subscription price is.....-esceeesccereereeees  GQlS,392 


The net cost to the printer will be......-++++eeeees 5,854 


Leaving a profit on the 1,488 additional copies of $7,538 





According to the above estimates, the cost to the printer 
of the Congressional Globe and Appendix, for the whole 
Congress, over and above the number now subscribed for 
by the Senate, (whether the additivnal number be large or 
small,) will be $3 93 per copy, (discarding fractious, ) 
against the subscription price of $9. The binding is not in 


| cluded, which is paid for at the rate of fifty-five cents per 


volume, and with which, I understand, the printer has no 
connection. 
The data upon which the foregoing estimates are based 


| are the same as those presented in my note of the 27th ulti- 
| mo, herewith returned to you. 


It should be borne in mind that I have made no allow- 
ance for capital invested, nor have I taken into the estimate 
of the cost any of the expenses incurred by the printer in 
reaching the point at which | commence, being that point 
at which the Senate subscription to the Congressional 
Globe and Appendix now ceases. 1 have confined myself 
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simply to the inquiry as to the net cost to the printer of in- 


creasing the edition of his publication to the several num 
bere suggested by you and the profit thereon; and upon 
subsequent reflection, I can discover no reason for chang- 
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lected for the purpose of informing the Senate, go 
on now to increase to this large extent the profits | 
of this paper, it is for them, and not for me, to 


ing the opinion I have heretofore expressed upon this sub- || determine. The communication of Mr. Towers, 


ject. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM TOWERS. 
To Governor FirzPaTRIicK. 

Mr. JOHNSON. In ne to the document 
which has just been read, I will say to the Sen- 
ate that I saw it long since, and I have read and 
examined it, 
in it all the way through about capital, and one 
thing or another. I have examined the state- 


that [ believe it to be entirely unreliable, and as 
furnishing no safe data. I do not give to these 


| 
| 


which I first read, refers to the amount which I 
was willing to allow Mr. Rives—that is, | was 
willing to allow an addition of thirty-six copies 
for each Senator. 1 was satisfied that the pro- 


|| prietor of the Globe was not sufficiently remuner- 
| ated by this body; and I was anxious to increase 


ry . . i] i sation t . 
There are qualifications to be found | his compensation to that extent 


|| the committee, and in fact a majority, were at 


A portion of 


| first inclined to yield a favorable response to the 


ments contained in the document, and I must say | are cees ie generene fom Sol tien 
, 


|| disclosures were made, showing that the inordi- 


: = 1} j 
estimates the importance which the Senator from |} nate profits to which I have referred were to 


. 1] 
Alabama does, and I say it with all respect to him. || 


accrue, that they were not willing to report in 


I give to it none of the force which the Senator |! favor of that proposition. The members of the 


does. | beligve the matter will rest here, in con- 


sequence of the course which has been taken, 
until the end of this session, unless the matter is 
settled, and the proposition of the Senator from 
Michigan adopted. 
~ Mr. FITZPATRICK. The gentleman who 


furnishes this information is the chief clerk to the | for thirty-six copies for each Senator. 


Superintendent of Public Printing. This is not a | 
voluntary act of his. It was asked for at his 

hands by the Committee on Printing. They 
addressed him as a practical printer, as one inti- 


mately connected and well oe with the || profit of $7,538 per annum. 


winting; and [|| _. sie : ; 
6 |} mittee on Printing, which is lying on the table 
B> y g , 


whole subject cf reporting an 

desire the Senate to listen to what he says in 

another letter, which I should have read before. 
Mr. JOHNSON. 


stand that the statement which the Senator from | 


Alabama is about to read is in answer to a reso- 
lution which I offered some months ago, and not 
in regard to this proposition. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. The letter which I am 
about to read I should have read at first. 
these words: 


Answer to Senator Fitzpatrick’s Inquiry. 

The Congressional Globe and Appendix for the Thirty- 
Second Congress made six volumes, and an aggregate of 
5,300 pages. The subscription price is $9 for each Con- 
gress. The Senate now takes 744 copies, and it is proposed 
to take 5,644 copies, being an increase of 4,920 copies. 
The inquiry of Governor Fitzpatrick is: ** What will the 


ish the S to under- |}. ; 
ster tr ath ene || Congressional Globe and Apenee to about the 


|| proposed torbe furnished by the resolution of the 


|| committee differed on that point; but I think it 


was the sense of the committee—I am speaking 
from recollection—that they were willing to take 
half the number caamaeal. by the Senator from 
Arkansas, as the report will show. I was unwill- 
ing to go to that extent. I was ready to provide 
That 
additional number of copies, according to the 


| statement of Mr. Towers, who | understand to , 


| be as competent a gentleman to make calculations 


on this subject as any in this city, would afford a 


If Senators will look at the report of the Com- 


they will find that a majority of the committee 
recommended an increase of subscription to the 


number that I have intimated. The whole amount 


|| Senator from Arkansas, would, according to the | 
| calculations of Mr. Towers, leave the proprietor 


It is in | 


{ 
| 
| 


| would be necessary to take in order to give a fair 


, endeavored to ascertain what amount of copies it 


of the Globe a profit of over $24,000 a year. I 


1 compensation to the Globe; and, as I have before 
| remarked, I was in favor of allowing each Sen- 


| $7,000. 


net cost to the printer be of the 4,920 additional copies?’? || 
The answer to this question is based upon the data above | 


mentioned. 





ator thirty-six additional copies. That, according 
to the calculations, would afford a profit of over 
That was the amount to which I was 
willing to go; but my colleagues on the committee 
were willing to report in favor of taking forty- 
eight copies for each Senator. 

When a committee to which the subject was 
appropriately referred have made such investiga- | 


tions, I ask what is the use of committees, where || 


is the necessity for their hunting up information, 
where is the necessity of their inquiring into and 
endeavoring to ascertain what would be a fair 


| compensation for this service, if the Senate, in 


Answer. 
The cost of paper, (3,472 reams, at &4 per 
PO iis onten 09 db SEW ee ch Cree ccen sess scccee Glace OO 
The cost of press-work, (13,038 tokens, at 30 
ORNS PET FORO Ds nc ccc nonce ces nadeccccop anes 3,911 40 
The cost of folding, (13,038 tokens, at 12 cents 
SIND s v0.05 ode tnahbdnce «bhesecenenebasans 1,564 56 
TOUR) COGE. 0 os osnecisesccrerccone ses oahe eee $19,355 96 
The subseription price of the 4,920 additional 
copies, at $9 per copy, would be...........65 $44,280 00 | 
The cost to the printer would be, as above.... 19,355 96 || 
EAB VIDE BD POOEE GE oon ac vcvnerccscccaserecss $24,924 04 


Or $16,616 for the long session, and $8,308 for the short 
one. 

it appears, from the letters of Mr. Rives and others, that 
a large loss is incurred by him at present in the execution 


of his e ctw » Senate; p i iti {| . . 
f his contract with the Senate; and he asks this additional public duty se eoneur with my colleagues ols. the 


subseription, which he supposes will remunerate him for 
his labor on account of the profit accruing on it. How far 


this hasty manner, are to override their acts, and 
f° entizely beyond what they ever recommended? 

am anxious to allow a fair compensation, but I 
ask the Senate to reflect before * er saddle upon 


|| the country, as the permanent system of this 


the present contract with Mr. Rives may be remunerating, | 


or otherwise, would require much time and labor to ascer- 
tain; and I think it would be indelicate in me, to say the 
least, to express any opinion I may entertain upon the sub- 
ject until | am prepared to support it by facts and figures. 
February 27, 1854. WILLIAM TOWERS. 


Here we have the statement of a practical printer, 


Mr. Towers, who is known, I presume, to most | 
members of the Senate, in which, after having | 


taken great pains and trouble to examine the 


question with which he is intimately acquainted, | 


he says that, if the Senate take the same number 
of copies of the Congressional Globe and Appen- 
dix that the House of Representatives does, it 


to the best calculations he has been able to make. 


|| should do what is right. 


body, the giving of a large annual increase of 


|, compensation, such as is contemplated in the prop- 


osition now before the Senate. 
If I had deemed it consistent with my sense of 


committee, I venture to say the question would , 
have been settled long since; but I was laborin 
under the impression that that proposition eal 
allow too large profits, and that $7,000 a year 
profit would be sufficient to cover all contingen- 
cies, and place the Globe upon a proper basis. 
The estimate which I have laid before the Senate 
shows what excessive profit may be made out of 
this subscription. Is it possible that the Senate, 
in their great anxiety to get rid of this question, 
will override the action of the committee which 
investigated it, in the manner in which the Com- 
mittee on Printing did this question, without even 


; || condescending to notice their report? 1 feel as- 
will afford Mr. Rives a profit of $24,924, according | 


sured that it is the sense of the Senate that we 
I am willing to go with 


The honorable Senator from Arkansas says he | the Senate in allowing what is a proper and 
| reasonable compensation. But this proposition to 


has no confidence in these estimates. 
Mr. JOHNSON. 


I say so, because of the fact || allow eighty-one copies to each Senator will fall 


that we have the sworn testimony of two disin- | little short of allowing a profit of $24,000, which 


terested and reputable men, which do not conform || was the amount of profit estimated by Mr. Tow- | 


| ers as the result of the subscription proposed by 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. My impression is that || the Senator from Arkansas. 


to his statement at all. 


there are but very few items in regard to which | 
they differ. 


| 
I was familiar with these topics some two 1 


Now, sir, if the Senate, in the face | months ago; but when the resolution came up this || 
of the testimony which the committee have col- | morning, I did not suppose we should reac 


this || 
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| a reasonable an 


| disposing of it now. 


| justly t 
dition to the enormous amount proposed to be 


question to-day, and hence it is but a few minutes 
ago since I took the papers from my drawer. I 
have been prepared at all times, on reasonable 
notice, to submit the facts to the Senate, and to 
allow them to come to a correct and proper con. 
clusion in regard to what is a reasonable compen. 
sation to the Globe. But, sir, the report of the 
committee has slept until it is lost among the pa. 
pers; and now, in the heat of debate, on a mere 
intimation, without reference to the information 
acquired by the committee, it is proposed to in- 
crease the number of the Globe to nearly as large 
an amountas the House takes. I cannot consent 
to it. 

Thestatement of Mr. Towersshows what profits 
will be made, if such a proposition be adopted. | 
undertake to say, from my knowledge of tha 
gentleman—and I have been closely connected 
with him since I have been a member of the Com. 
mittee on Printing—that there is no man in the 
city of Washington who understands the history 
of printing, or knows more about its details, and 


_ who can give clearer and more satisfactory state. 
| ments and calculations in connection with it, than 


that gentleman.. The committee had confidence in 
him; and when his estimates were submitted to 
them, they were unwilling to go further than to 
recommend that the Senate should take half the 
aggregate number of copies which the House 
takes. I did not want to go to that extent, though 
I was willing to report in favor of taking thirty. 
six additional copies of the Congressional Globe 
and Appendix. Upon that proposition we disa- 
greed. If 1 thought that number would not allow 
fair living compensation; if | 
believed that it would not afford enough to sustain 
the Globe and its proprietor, I should be willing 
to go beyond that amount; but with the convic- 
tions resting on my mind, and the knowledge 


| which is in my possession, after the investigations 
| that I have =e 
| decidedly of opinion that the number proposed to 


e in reference to this matter, [ am 


be taken by the proposition now before the Senate 
will give excessive profits. I ask the Senate, there- 
fore, not to adopt this proposition in the hurry of 
the moment. There is no imperious necegsity for 
I ask them to pause and 
deliberate before they attempt to establish, as the 


| settled policy of the Senate, that it shall give such 
| enormous profits to this gentleman, however com- 
| petent he is; and I concede that his competency, 
'and that of his corps of reporters, is beyond all 


question. 

While I am willing to adopt the Globe as the 
only reporter here, I hold that there is no neces- 
sity for saddling upon the Treasury the local 
press of this District. I believe-there is as much 


| cause and necessity for having the reports copied 


into one of the leading papers of each of the sev- 
eral States as into the papers here. We might— 


except a single paper to perpetuate our proceed- 


ings—with the same propriety designate a paper in 
each State, and say our debates shall be published 


_in them, as to say we shall select papers here to pub- 
lish our debates at the public expense. My feel- 
_ ings towards all those gentlemen are of the kind- 


est character. I think, I trust, I evince no political 
selfishness when I propose to take a paper outside 
of all parties; but now when I see the sense of 
the Senate, as indicated by the feeling of those 


around me, to be in favor of giving to the paper 


I prefer inordinate profits, Iam opposed to it, not 
because I have any hostility to the gentleman who 
conducts that paper. He is an able man, and has 
an able corps of reporters. He is entitled to credit 


_ for the manner in which the reports are published 


in his paper. It gives him credit and reputation 
oegiiat the country. But when, in ad- 


paid him, we are to have placed upon the Treas- 
ury three local papers here, I think it time to 
stop. One of those papers declined the publica- 


tion, and another has said it does not want it, and 


yet, in the face of that, it is said, you must give to 
them as well as to another paper here. Two of 
the most extensively circulated papers in the 
Union have said they did not want the publication 
of the debates, and, in the face of that, itis pro- 
posed now to turn round and say ‘* you must have 
them.’? We have been told that the papers can- 
not live at the prices now paid, and yet we a 
pose to make them publish our proceedings, an 
to increase their compensation. p h 
Is there any great necessity for this? Are the 
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demands of the country upon us for intelligence | 
so imperious that we have to carry through, 
16 h-shod and by force, a resolution of this kind ? 
per is it to become the settled policy of this | 
body? I repeat again, it is time, in my estima- | 


tion, in view of the facts which I have submitted | 
to the Senate, for them to pause and hesitate | 
hefore they adopt the resolution now pending. I 
will do the gentleman who is the publisher of the 
Globe the credit to say that he has always said | 
the price paid him is not sufficient. I have always | 
said to him that I thought we had afforded him 
ample profit when we a reed to give him a profit | 
of over $7,000a year. He contended that it was | 
not sufficient. 1 do not know that I can say, on 
authority from him, that he was content wit the 
report of the committee; but my impression is that | 
his friends, and those who were anxious to put 
his paper on a solid footing in the Senate, were 
catisfied with the proposition of the majority of | 
the committee, and thought forty-eight copies 
were enough. 

Mr. PRATT. Will the Senator from Ala- 
bama permit me to make one inquiry ? 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Certainly. 

Mr. PRATT. The Senator has repeated sev- | 
eral times, for the information of the Senate, that 
on the hypothesis of our taking thirty-six addi- 
tional copies of the Congressional Globe and | 
Appendix for each Senator, there would be a net | 

rofit of over $7,000 a year to the publisher, and 
fe predicates that statement on a paper signed by | 
Mr. Towers. I do not deny the competency of | 
Mr. Towers to make the statement, but I desire | 
the Senator to refer back to what he said in the | 
beginning of his speech, that Mr. Towers himself 
expressly said that the starting point of his calcu- | 
lation was to take the Globe office at the point 
where itis. He only estimates the cost of print- 
ing with the material as at present existing in that | 
office. 

Now, I assume, for the purpose of illustrating | 
the remark I make, that the Globe office, the 
building, the type, and everything connected with | 
the printing, has cost, say about $150,000. That | 
is the principal sum. The Senate will see at | 
once that the legal interest on that amount would 
be $9,000. ‘Therefore, if the proprietor were to 
get $7,000 net profit, according to the calculation 


him for printing our proceedings, because in the || 


| 
employment of his capital he gets $2,000 less than | 
the interest upon the capital invested. 
Mr. BADGER. Certainly; that is clear. 
Mr.PRATT. He gets nothing for his work, | 
but loses $2,000. 
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acter for the purpose of carrying on the public 
work? That is the business of the proprietor, 
and not ours. I feel assured, however, that a 
building costing much less money, with a great 
deal less room, and a great deal less capital in- 
vested, would answer all the purposes of carrying 
on the public printing of the country. It may be 
that to the extent to which the building is used 
for the purpose of carrying on the printing of our 
debates the capital invested in it is a legitimate 
object to be considered in the amount to be paid; 
but I take it for granted that the capital invested 
in the whole building is too large for the propri- 
etor to call on the Senate or on the Government 
to foot the bill for the whole amount. 

I have deemed it my duty, standing in the rela- 
tion which I do to this body, being the only mem- 
ber of the committee that investigated this matter 
now present, to disclose these facts to the Senate. 
I have done it in no ill spirit towards the Globe, 
or anybody else; for | presume every gentleman 


‘| on this floor is satisfied that I prefer that paperto 


any other as the sole reporter for this body; but 


| in attempting to accomplish that, | wish to bring 


its proprietor within reasonable limits. I qo it for 
his own benefit, as well as to protect the Treas- 
ury. Ido itin order to make his a permanent 
concern. I do it for the purpose of showing the 
world that he gets a dapsone and fair compen- 
sation, and that he will be regularly employed by 
the Government, and to dispel everything like 
jealousy and contention in reference to his em- 
ployment. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, May 17, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Henry Sticer. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the consideration of House bill No. 102, grant- 
ing lands equally to the several States, to aid in 
the construction of railroads and the support of 
schools. The pending motion is to recommit this 
bill to the Committee on Public Lands; and the 
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Hamitron] is 


Prayer 


of Mr. Towers, there would bea loss of $2,000 to || entitled to the floor. 


SUSPENSION OF THE RULES. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I now move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 


| itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 


_ state of the Union. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. I think the Senator from || 


Maryland is about as wide of the mark as he’| 
alleges that I am. 

Mr. PRATT. I beg pardon—— 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I meant nothing offen- | 
siveatall. I understand the Senator from Ma- | 
ryJand to say that we must make proper allow- 
ance for the large amount of capital invested in | 
real estate in the Globe office. I have never had | 
the pleasure of going through the large and beau- | 
tiful establishment of the proprietor of the Globe; | 
but is it the fact that all the rooms in that spa- 
cious and elegant building are employed for the 
purpose of carrying on our printing? 
merely cast my eye in as I was passing along; | 
but, if] am not mistaken, a portion of that build- 
ing 1s appropriated to other and different purposes 
than the printing of the debates of this body. I 
take it for granted that some gentlemen on this 
floor are more intimate with that matter than I 


ter, 
least, is 
shape o 
into, I should be inclined to think that the whole 


aying the proprietor a fine profit in the 


I have || 


The question was then taken upon Mr. Ricu- 
ARDSON’s motion; and it was decided in the affirm- 


ative. 
| ‘The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union, (Mr. Sranron, of Tennessee, in the 
chair.) 
NEBRASKA BILL. 


The CHAIRMAN. The business in order be- 
fore the committee is bill No. 236, being a bill to 
organize the Territories of Kansas and Nebraska; 
on which the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Reapy] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. READY, after a few ee observa- 
tions, said the committee now have under consid- 


| eration the Senate bill for the organization of the 


am, not having particularly inquired into the mat- || 
I am satisfied that some portion of it, at | 


rents; and when the facts are inquired | 


Investment in that institution should not be re- | odit 
| ple on which the Senate bill is based, and inas- 


garded as a charge upon the Government. 
oes it requirea building involving such a vast 


amount of capital for the purpose of carrying on | 
the printing of the debates of this body? I think | 


not. Ido not know, nor will | undertake to say, 
'o what extent there are other occupants in this 


building, or to what other uses it is applied; but | 


my impression is that you will find only a por- 
tion, { presume the largest portion of it, devoted 
‘0 public uses. Concede, however, that it is all 
so employed, is it absolutely necessary to have a 


Territories of Nebraska and Kansas, with the 


|| amendment proposed in lieu thereof by the chair- 


man of the Committee on Territories. He took 
this occasion to state that he preferred the Senate 
bill to the amendment eo by the gentleman, 
{Mr. Ricwarpson;} b 

should not be very scrupulous in looking into 
every minutie of the bill, so as to hunt out objec- 
tions to this substitute. Inasmuch as he per- 
ceived the amendment embodies the great princi- 


minor importance, he was willing to pass them 
over, and was willing to take either the Senate bill 
or the amendment offered by the chairman of the 


Committee on Territories. On a great question | The CH/ ) i 
Indiana insist upon his motion that the committee 


like this, in a bill embodying so many provisions, 
it was scarcely to be expected that, where so ae 
minds were brought to bear upon it, they can all 
concur in every feature; but if it is found that the 


| which may be presented. 


| tation a powerfnl and conclusive argument ? 


ut at the same time he | 


| 8 
much as there are only differences on points of || -KEI 
| day, and will yield the floor to any other gentle- 
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It had been said that this is a party measure, 
that it isan Administration measure, and that the 
bill was introduced in the Senate by a distinguished 
member of that body for the purpose of aiding 
his own views with regard to the Presidency. 
How these things are he knew not. He was not 
in the secret councils to which perhaps other gen- 
tlemen may haveaccess. He only knew of things 
relative to measures which may come before this 
body from the provisions contained in the bills 
He occupied a position 
different frorm that of the Administration and the 
Democratic party in this House; but yet he did 
not tend now, or at any time hereafter, to let 
his party differences with any set of gentlemen 
control his votes on national measures. 

The bill, he said, involves a great constitutional 
pears It is one in which the Svuth is pecu- 
iarly interested, and Dana involves the question 
of State sovereignty. Strike out the great princi- 
ple of State sovereignty, and the superstructure of 
the Union crumbles into ruins. He maintained 
the confederated States have no right to restrict 
slavery to prescribed limits; for a Territory is a 
State in embryo, and so continues until it is 
ready to organize itself into a State government, 
and ask for admission into the Union. 

He reviewed the history of the enactment of the 
Missouri act of 1820, contending it was not im- 
posed by the South on the North. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE said, that fot a few days 


| past this body had presented to the American 


eople a remarkable and significant spectacle. 

heir daily deliberations, for a week past, had 
been a striking commentary upon those assurances 
which the Democratic party had given to the 
American people, and that, too, when that party 
was being borne into power, as was alleged, by 
the conservative and national sentiment of the 
country. Were they not now, and had they not 
for a week past been furnishing to sectional agi- 
Had 
they not for the last few months, and especially for- 
the last few days, been engaged in bartering 
away the confidence of the people, and for that 
which they would scorn to receive, and against 
which the voice of the largest portion of the Union 
had been heard in tones of loud and indignant 
opposition, and against which many others of the 
other portion had protested in low murmurs of 
sorrow and complaint? Had they not for a few 


days past been attempting to force upon an un- 
| willing people a measure for which they had never 
| asked ? 
| North and South, to consider well their interests, 
and not now, or hereafter, hastily, for party pur- 


He asked Union loving men, men of the 


poses, or individual ambition, consign those in- 


| terests to jeopardy or ruin. 


He then argued at length to prove that the 


| Missouri compromise of 1820 was adopted by 
| southern votes, and that it was a compact. 


Mr. OLIVER, of Missouri, advocated the bill. 


| He said, in the course of his remarks, that the 


Missouri compromise did not, as it had been as- 
serted, give repose to a distracted country. Did 
not the North, he asked, repudiate it one year 
afterwards, so far as they could, by a majority of 
their votes? What northern man will deny it? 
The record proves it. The bill, he argued, would 
be a means of presepving the Union, by keeping 
the country from fatare slavery agitation, an 

crushing the hydra-headed monster of fanaticism, 
which have so long agitated the councils of the 
nation. He replied to the speech of Mr. Benton, 


| heretofore delivered, and said that opposition to 
‘the repeal of the Missouri compromise was an 


abolition movement. ‘ 

Mr. PARKER next obtained the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I suggest that we take a 
recess of an hour, and by that time members will 


| return here. If we have these early adjournments, 


gentlemen will not get in all the speeches they de- 
ire, 
Mr. PARKER. I do not desire to speak to- 


man who may wish to address the committee this 


| evening. 


e 
The CHAIRMAN. Doesthe gentleman from 


rise? 
Mr. PARKER. Not against the will of the 
committee. Ifany othergentleman wishes tospeak, 


‘leading features of the bill are correct, those minor || I will yield the floor, with the understanding that I 


building ‘80 costly and so expensive in its char- |) details, he thought, should be set aside. 


| am to occupy it to-morrow. 
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Mr. FARLEY. I move that the committee 
rise. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 
Chair, if that motion fails, whether it would not 
be in order to move that the committee take a re- 
ceas for an hour or two? 

Mr. KEITT. I trust, if the gentleman from 
Indiana is unwilling to proceed now, that some 
other gentleman will take the floor, and proceed 
with the discussion. 

Mr. WALSH. [I demand tellers upon the mo- 
tion that the committee rise. 

Mr. FARLEY. I withdraw my motion, as 
there is an understanding made by which the gen- 
tleman from New York (Mr. Bennett] is to take 
the floor. 

Mr. WALSH. Wehave been repeatedly told 
that there were a number of gentlemen who de- 
sired to express their views upon this subject. Let 
them have an.opportunity to do so until ten o’clock 
at night; but there appears to be a scarcity of 
speakers. 

Mr PARKER. I have been trying to get the 
floor for some time; and the gentleman who oc- 
cupied the chair on yesterday assured me that | 
could have the floor to-morrow. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from In- 
diana is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WALSH. Youhad better proceed. Make 
hay while the sun shines. 

Mr. PARKER. I will yield the floor to the 
gentieman fram New York, with the understanding 
that I shall occupy it to-morrow. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. That arrangement has 
been made very frequently with other gentlemen, 
and | hope it will be permitted with my colleague, 
as he is too unwell to speak this evening. 

Mr. WALSH. I hope some of these gentle- 
men who are so anxious to speak will hurry up. 


Mr. BENNETT. I am ready to speak now. 


Mr. B. then viewed the proposed repeal of the | 


Missouri compromise as an attempt to extend sla- 
very over territory now free, and, assuch, he was 
opposed to it, as were all men of all parties and 
creeds in his district. This attempt to repeal that 
compromise, which had stood for so many years, 
and which was made for the settlement of a great 
question, had been brought before Congress in a 
very singular manner, It was a remarkable fact 
that this Congress was not elected with reference 
to this question. It was elected when nobody 
dreamed that any such measure would be pro- 
posed as the one under consideration. 

He then argued against the bill, as one calculated 
to renew the slavery agitation, and as altogether 
unnecessary. He denied that the compromise of 


1850 repealed that of 1820, and contended that the | 


compromise of 1820 was a compact. 

Mr. STRAUB obtained the floor. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Will the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Srravus] yield me the 
floor for a moment? 

Mr. STRAUB assented. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. With the permission 
of the genteman from Pennsylvania, | desire to 
move that the committee do now take a recess 
until six o’clock. 

Several Members. No; say seven o’clock. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 
Chairman, in making this motion, is for the pur- 
pose of affording ample opportunity for debate, in 
order that there may be no just ground for saying 
that time was not allowed for all to discuss this 
question. I therefore move that the committee do 
now take a recess to six o’clock. 

A Member addressed the Chair. 

Mr. STRAUB. Permit me for one moment, if 
ou please. I believe | am entitled to the floor. 
Laughter. 

Nir. BRECKINRIDGE. I understood thatthe 


gentleman from Pennsylvania yielded me the floor 


that I might make the motion which I have sub- | 


mitted. 
Mr. STRAUB. 


gentleman will wait a moment. I have no objec- 


tion, Mr. Chairman, to yield for an adjournment, || 
co there is an understanding that I will 


ave the floor when the committee meets again. 

Several Memeenrs. 
have it. 

Mr. WITTE. I would suggest to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky (Mr. Breckiwriner] to say 
seven o’clock as the hour at which the committee 
shall reassemble. 


Oh, certainly, you will 


I would ask the | 


My object, Mr. | 


I will explain myself, if the | 


| on the Nebraska 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Very well. I now || 
move, Mr. Chairman, that the committee take a 
recess until seven o’clock this evening, to meet 
again with the understanding that no business is 
to be transacted, but that members are to speak 
uestion 
Mr. RICHARDSON. That is right; we will 


| then have better audiences, and everything else. 


Mr. SAGE. It strikes me that we have been 
laboring pretty hard this week; and if members | 
are to remain here until twelve o’clock to-night, it | 
will be quite a severe tax upon them. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would remark 
that there is no quorum present; and if a division 


| is called upon the motion, it must fail. 


Mr. HUGHES. I call for a division upon the 
motion. If there is, however, a desire on the part | 
of any gentlemen to speak, | donot wish to throw 
any obstruction in their way. 

Mr. SAGE. It appears to me that there is too 
thin a House to justify us in taking a recess. 

Mr.STRAUB. Will the Chair be kind enough 
to state the question now before the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion submitted by 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Breckin- 


| RIDGE, ] by the permission of the gentleman from 


| mittee take a recess ? 


Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srravs,} was, that the com- 
mittee take a recess until seven o’clock. And the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Hucues] moves 
that the committee rise. 

Mr. STRAUB. Then I claim to have the floor. 

Mr. WITTE. I was about to state, that the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Srravs] 
yielded the floor only for the purpose of allowing 
the gentlemen from Kentucky to submit a motion 
that the committee take a recess, and not toa 
motion that the committee rise. 

Mr.STRAUB. I take this occasion to say, 
that if there be any gentleman here in the minor- 
ity upon this particular question who wishes to 
make a speech, for him | will yield the floor, but 
to no one else. 

The CHAIRMAN. I understood the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania to yield for a motion that 
the committee rise. 

Mr. STRAUB. No, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from | 
Kentucky insist upon his motion that the com- 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. My only object in 


_ submitting the motion was to afford an opportu- 


nity for fuller discussion; but as those gentlemen 
from whom [| supposed the proposition would 
receive a favorable consideration object to it, I 
withdraw the motion, in order thatthe gentleman 
from Pennsy!vania may proceed now. 

Mr. SPRAUB. I do not wish to press upon 
the committee the few remarks which I have to 
offer. 1 am willing that the committee shall take 
a recess, but I am not willing that it shall rise. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would say to 


| the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that there is no 
| quorum present; and if the motion to take a recess 
| should be put, under a call for adivision, it would 
| necessarily be lost. The committee can rise, how- 


| subject. 


| tory. The only reason he could see for his southern 





ever, without a quorum. 
Mr. STRAUB said that he could discover no | 
occasion for bitter and unkind feelings on this 
He had looked at the bill, and examined 
its provisions, and could see in it merely the great 
»vrinciple of the people to govern themselves. 
Pass this bill, of the success of which he had no 
doubt, and the ambitious and enterprising men of 
the eastern, northern, western, and middle States, 
will take possession of every inch of the Terri- 


brethren standing by the bill was, that they go 
for the principle. They stand on the Constitu- 
tion, where every man stands who shall vote for 
the bill. 
Mr. WADE here obtained the floor. || 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I trust the gentleman || 
from Ohio will give way until I can submit a mo- || 
tion. 1] 
Mr. WADE. I yield. | 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I then move that the | 
committee take a recess until seven o’clock. } 


agreed to. 
The committee accordingly, at five o’clock and 





thirty minutes, agreed to take a recess until seven | 
| 


o’clock, p. m. 
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EVENING SESSION, 


The committee, according to the terms of the 
motion that the committee take a recess, reassem. 


| bled at seven o’clock, p. m., about a dozen mem- 


bers being present. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Wane] is entitled to the floor. 


Mr. STUART, of Ohio. With the permission 


| of my colleague, (Mr. Wane,] I move that the 


committee do now rise. It is too bad to compel a 


| member to speak to so small an audience. 


The question was put: and the motion was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. WADE then took the floor, and addressed 
the committee an hour in opposition to the bill. 
He reviewed its provisions to show its inconsis. 
tencies, and termed it a deceitful and lying bill, 
Its object was to make slavery a domestic instity. 
tion in these contemplated Territories, and never 
before had it been asked to establish slavery north 
of the line of 36° 30’. If they would amend the 
bill, and say that the population of these Terrj- 
tories should determine their institutions for them. 
selves by popular vote, then he would cease his 
feeble opposition to this measure, and cease to 
agitate the question before the people of the coun- 
try; but they should not determine the color of 
the people who were to take this large region into 
their hands. The law which excluded slavery 
from these Territories was binding by law; but a 
compromise, which had for its object the oppres- 
sion of the poor black man, was void before 
Heaven and earth. 

Mr. BANKS next obtained the floor. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. If the gentleman will give 
way, I will move that the committee rise. 

Mr. BANKS. I will yield for that purpose, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If the gentleman from 
Massachusetts does not desire to go on now, | 
hope he will give way for some one else to speak 
to-night. 

Mr. BANKS. If any other gentleman desires 
to speak to-night, I will yield to him with the un- 
derstanding that I have the floor for the morning. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I understand that the floor 
had been assigned to Mr. Parker, of Indiana, 
for the morning. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no such 
understanding. 

Mr. PURYEAR. That understanding was 
entered into by the gentleman who occupied the 
chair in the morning session, [Mr. Stanton, of 
Tennessee. } 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understood 
the arrangement to be that Mr. Banxs was to have 
the floor in the morning. 

Mr. BANKS. I am willing to accede to the 
arrangement that Mr. Parker shall have the 
floor in the morning, if that was the understand- 
ing. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 
there was no such understanding. 

The question was put; and the Chair announced 
the result—ayes 17, noes 16. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I would inquire how 
the Chair votes? If he votes in the negative, the 
motion will be lost. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
affirmative. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

Thecommittee accordingly rose; and theSpeaker 


The Chair votes in the 


| having resumed the chair, the Chairman reported 


that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had had under consideration the state 
of the Union generally, and particularly House 


bill No. 236, entitled ** An act to organize the 
Territories of Nebraska and Kansas,’”’ but had 


come to no conclusion thereon. 
Mr. PRINGLE. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 
The question was then taken; and the motion 
was agreed to. ; 
Thereupon the House adjourned (at eight 
o’clock and five minutes, p. m.,) until to-morrow 


|| at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, May 18, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


JUDICIAL SYSTEM. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I hold in my hand an amend- 
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ment, by way of a substitute, which I intend to 
offer for the bill which has been reported by the 
Committee on the Judiciary, to modify and amend 
the judicial system of the United States. Itisan 
‘ortant subject; and [ have some views not 
exactly in harmony with the provisions of the 
pill reported. 1 cannot flatter myself that I should 
be able to present an entire bill, but I desire to lay 
y amendment on the table, and have it printed. 


The order to print was made. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. [ present the memorial of 
AlexanderJ. Atocha. He complains of theaction 
of the late Board of Commissioners on claims 
avainst Mexico. It was formerly presented, and 
referred to the Select Committee which recently 
made a report upon that subject. This select 
committee, in consequence of the absence of Mr. 
Clarke, then Senator from Rhode Island, was 
equally divided in opinion as to theclaim. He 
now presents his memorial, setting forth the facts, 
and asks that the case be again considered. He 
also presents additional proofs and documents in 
support of the claim. lask that it be received, 
and referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BENJAMIN presented a petition of citi- 
zens of the parish of Caicasieu, Louisiana, praying 
the establishment of a light-house at the mouth of 
the Calcasieu river, in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, submitted a report to accompany the bill 
to improve the naval service; which was ordered 
to be printed 

Mr. MALLORY submitted a motion to print 
threehundred additional copies of the above report; 
which was referred to the Committee on Printing. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 

Mr.STUART. The Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr. Bropueap] has now returned, and | 
should therefore like to call up, at this time, the 
motion made by him to reconsider the vote adopting 
the resolution respecting the publication of thirty- 
seven thousand five hundred additional copies of 
the agricultural part of the Patent Office report. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 1am quite ready myself 


to give the reasons why I moved to reconsider the 


im} 


m 


resolution alluded to by my honorable friend from | 
Michigan; but, sir, | should much prefer that the || 


Senate would proceed, in the first instance, with 
the subject of printing the debates. It seems to 
me that it would be proper to dispose of that mat- 
ter first. It was very fully discussed, as I under- 
stand, yesterday afternoon, and can be disposed 
of without much debate. I think, therefore, that 
we had better dispose of that matter before we 
proceed to the consideration of the Patent Office 
report, 

Mr. BRIGHT. If the morning business be 
through, I should like to move to take up the res- 
olution referred to by the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania, with the view of disposing of the subject 
this morning. 

The PRESIDENT. Does -the Senator from 
Michigan withdraw his motion ? 

Mr. STUART. I cannot see what relation 
one subject has to another, but I am very willing 
to consult the convenience of the gentleman. | 
therefore withdraw my motion. 

SENATE REPORTING. 

ThePRESIDENT. Then the unfinished busi- 
ness*of yesterday will now be taken up. It is a 
resolution of the Senator from Indiana in relation 
to the publication of the debates of the Senate. 
The pending question is on the motion to refer 
that resolution, with the amendment proposed, to 
the Committee on Printing. 

; Mr.PRATT. The yeas and nays were called 
or. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. RUSK. I shall vote for the reference of 
the resolution to the Committee on Printing. 1 
am in favor of*its object. 1 presume there can be 
no doubt that the Globe does not receive a suf- 
ficient compensation for the labor performed in the 
Senate, and | am very willing to increase it. So 
far as the printing of the debates in the other 
papers of this city is concerned, I have no sort of 
Objection to that. I think it is not necessary to 
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| proper that some system should be adopted, so 





| shall vote for the reference of the resolution to 
| that committee. 


by the resolution. 
| 


| posed, 
| to the conclusion that the reporting system is not | 


| gether; for | believe there is much to be said on 


| introduces more speaking than we otherwise would | 


| which are the two great practical issues of the | 





pay fora duplicate reporter. The debates may 


| just as well be taken from the Globe and published | 


in the other papers. | think it perfectly right and 
that the readers of the journals may be informed 
of the debates and proceedings of the Senate. 

As to any matter of expense, it is inconsider- 
able compared with the spreading of a knowledge 
of the proceedings of Congress before the people | 
generally. Under such circumstances I have no 
objection as to the amount proposed. There is, 
however, a serious objection to the proposition; 
and, if | am compelled to vote on the resolution in 
its present form, | must vote against it. The 
method adopted by it to compensate the Globe, is | 
to take ninety-one copies for each member. 

Mr. BROWN. Eighty-one. 

Mr. RUSK. Eighty-one besides the twelve | 
which are taken now. It would then be ninety- 
three to each Senator. That will embarrass us; | 
and I should be glad if the Committee on Printing 
would take the matter into consideration, and 
adopt some other method than to take the enor- 
mous number of ninety-three copies of the Globe 
and Appendix for each Senator; and therefore | 


Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, if we are to | 
keep up the system of reporting, it seems to me 
we ought to do something like what is proposed 
The true plan would be to pay 
one paper for reporting, and the others for pub- | 
lishing, the debates and proceedings. The sys- | 
tem would not be complete, if we were to pay only 
to have them reported, because it would Be neces- 
sary to publish them that the public may get hold 
of them; and to do that the true mode isto make 
a contract with the leading papers of the city, | 
and pay them for their publication as is here pro- 


If, on the other hand, the Senate should come 


a good one, | should be willing to abolish it alto- 


both sides. While, on the one hand, it is desir- | 
able that full reports should be had, to show the 
reasons and grounds of our legislation, | think it 
is obvious, on the other hand, that the system | 





have, and perhaps deteriorates its character. I | 
think the tendency of the system is to change it | 
into a sort of essay writing; but still I think there | 
is no mistake that it is the sense of the Senate and | 
of the other House to have their proceedings re- 

ported. If so, 1 am willing to go the further length 

of paying the papers to publish them; and in doing 

so | would state to the Senator from Michigan, 

(Mr. Srvarrt,} that I by no means think that lam 

indorsing the editorials of any one, or of all of 
them, by merely’paying them to publish the pro- | 
ceedings of the Senate. So far from indorsing | 
anything which is calculated to reflect upon the 
President of the United States, I would be as far 
from doing that as he is; for I believe the Presi- 
dent of the United States is earnestly intent upon | 
carrying out the principles upon which he was 
brought into power. I think his course upon the 
Nebraska bill and the indigent insane land bill, 


session, has been manly, straightforward, and | 
wise. At the same time, I believe he has erred in 


GLOBE. 





relation to the distribution of patronage; but what- | 
ever errors there may have bose, I believe they 

were committed with the very best intentions. | 
Therefore, | vote without meaning to express any | 
opinion with regard to this or that editorial in either | 
of the papers. I believe it is better, if we keep | 
up the system of reporting, to have the debates | 
published in the three leading papers of the city, 

if they will do it. The only point of doubt and | 
difficulty which I have, is in regard to the num- 

ber of extra Globes which it is proposed to take. | 
I do not know but that it may be giving more | 
than we ought to give to that one paper. [am 

willing to compensate its proprietor justly and | 
amply for his services; and the only question that 
I have is as to the measure of the compensation. 
The Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Jounson] has | 
examined this question, and so has the Senator 

from Alabama, [Mr. Firzpatricx.}] We have 
heard from the Senator from Alabama. The Sen- | 
ator from Arkansas, | think, is of the opinion that 
this is not too much. I see him in his seat, and | 
perhaps he can satisfy my mind on the point. 


RI 


Mr, BRIGHT. I concur entirely in all that 
has been said by the Senator from Virginia, and 
I am very sorry that the debate yesterday took a 
direction which would lead to the inference that 
one Senator here is governed by anything like 
unkind feeling towards the Administration, in ad- 
vocating the resolution which is now before us. 
Nothing of the kind, at any rate, entered into my 
breast. 

I think it unnecessary to extend this debate. I 
am very anxious that the resolution should be 
voted upon. I accepted the proposition of the 
Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Srvarr,)} under the 
impression that, if | did so, there would be no 
serious objection to it. I am now satisfied that 
my original proposition is greatly embarrassed by 
the amendment offered for the benefit of the Globe; 
but I am further satisfied, Mr. President, after a 
very thorough examination of the subject, that the 
extra copies proposed to be ordered wil] not pro- 
vide more than a fair compensation to remunerate 
the proprietor of that paper for the services we 
—_e at his hands. 

hope the resolution will not be referred to the 
Committee on Printing, for | have no idea, from 
the exhibition which we have had on the floor, 
that that committee would be able to agree upon 
a report; and, furthermore, we understand the 
subject thoroughly, and can dispose of it without 
the assistance of the committee. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I agree entirely 
in what has been said by my friend from Virginia, 
that if we are to have any system by which the 








| Senate proposes to publish its debates, the one 


proposed by the resolution, in its present form, 
is free from every reasonable objection. It pro- 


| poses to have one reporter, and | think it can ad- 


mit of no doubt in the mind of any gentleman who 
has at all turned his attention to this subject, that 
it is difficult to conceive, and vain to expect, any 
better system of reporting than that which is fur- 
nished by the proprietor of the Globe. That being 
the case, by having this one reporter we accom- 
plish the desirable object of having the reports 
prepared, and printed with every imaginable se- 
curity that they will be a fair representation of 
what passes here—fair not only in substance, but 
fair in detail. 

Having procured that, the next object is to have 
these reports spread before the country. They 
are not published for our reading. They are not 
intended to inform us of what passes here. They 
are intended, as far as possible, to enable the 
people of the United States, for whom we act, 
and the States which we represent, and to which 
we are responsible, to understand what is said 
and done here by their representatives. In order 
to accomplish that, this resolution proposes that 
the reports, thus carefully and faithfully prepared, 
shall be published in the three leading papers here. 
Surely nothing, in my opinion, can be more rea- 
sonable than this. We get rid of an unnecessary 
expense, involved in maintaining two or three 
— of reporters; we insure at once accuracy 
and unity in the presentations of the discussions 
that take place here, and upon moderate terms we 
secure also the widest practicable diffusion of these 
reports throughout the whole country. Now, sir, 
in connection with this subject, I think that if we 
are to make any provision for publishing the de- 
bates of this body, no plan more fair, and no plan 
more economical, can be adopted by the Senate; 
therefore, if the system of reporting is to be con- 
tinued, | am entirely in favor of the resolution 
which has been submitted. 

There is: another and a distinct question into 
which I do not enter. | refer to the suggestion 
thrown out by the Senator from Virginia, whether 
it is, upon the whole, wise to have any provision 
made for the reports atall? I think that matter 
is settled. ‘The Senate intends to have its debates 
reported, and the only question for us is as to the 
best and most economical method. 

Now, with regard to the mode in which it is 
proposed to make some additional compensation 
to the proprietor of the Globe, who has completed 
this admirable system of reporting, | have two 
remarks to make. The first is this: I believe no 
gentleman can have any reasonable doubt that 
the present arrangement of the Senate does not 
furnish the desired compensation. That | take 
to be clear, both upon the little observation which 
I have been able to make of it, and upon the clear 
and decided opinion of my friend from Arkansas, 
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and the other gentlemen who have had full op- 
portunities of investigation. 

The second observation which I wish to make 
on thie point is, that I prefer the method of giving 
that incrensed compensation which is proposed 
by this resolution to any other method. It remu- 
nerates the reporter. It enables this establishment | 
to go on successfully, and without entailing upon | 
its proprietor a loss which he should not suffer, | 
and it does it by furnishing to the members of this 
body largely increased facilities for distributing in | 
a permanent form, and putting into the possession 


of a large proportion of their constituents, the au- || 


thorized published reports of the discussions and | 
proceedings of this body. For the day, or for the 
hour, that may be a matter of small importance, | 
but I have found, and I do not doubt that other 
gentlemen in this body have found the same thing, 
a very considerable difficulty, often in not being | 
able to refer to the proceedings and debates of this | 
body, as well as of the other House of Congress, 
in days gone by. 

We find it important to ascertain the views and 
opinions entertained by those who have preceded | 
us. It is sometimes difficult, or occasionally im- | 
possible to ascertain, for want of ready and con- | 
venient sources of recurrence, what those debates 
and opinions have been. Let us then, sir, by this 
proceeding secure at least for hereafter an oppor- 
tunity of judging what have been the views, the | 
opinions, aad the course of policy indicated and 
supported by the present members of this body. 
I trust I do not place any exaggerated estimate | 
upon the value sant we say, but at least, Mr. 
President, | do not think it is just to depreciate 
ourselves so much as to imagine that in times to 
come those who succeed us will not be desirous to | 
know, and may not at least sometimes learn, too, | 
with advantage not only for themselves, but for | 
the country, the discussions which may have 
taken place in this body. 

Having said this, sir, it seems to me that it fol- 
lows there is no n@cessity for a reference of this | 
resolution. I see no advantage to accrue from it. 
The subject is fully in the possession of the Sen- | 
ate. If the Senate is opposed to the system, vote 
down the resolution. If the Senate is in favor of° 
the system, in my judgment, it cannot be mate- 
rially improved in its details by the labors of an 
committee. Therefore, so far as I am concerned, 
1 shall vote against the reference, and in favor of | 
the resolution. 

Mr. JOHNSON. AsI do not wish to fatigue | 


|. Mr. Towers has been publis 
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In regard to the’ numbers to be taken, I see no 
better method which can be pursued. There are | 


other methods by which it can be done. Two or 
three propositions have been submitted to me, 


which, if necessary, I will read. I have exam- | 
ined them all maturely. They propose to pay | 


| him for the future, but not to make up his losses 
for the past. At the beginning of this Congress 


he had lost the sum of $40,000. This will be | 


seen on an examination of his facts. I have ex- 


|;}amined them carefully, and I am satisfied of the 


| truth of what he says. 


proprietor of the Globe has been at a loss of 
$40,000. Is that for this Congress, or for the 
whole period that he has pursued the business? 

Mr. JOHNSON. For the whole period. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. How many years? 

Mr. JOHNSON. I cannot give the exact num- 
ber of years; it has been certainly some four or 
five. Changes in the price of work and materials 


have gone on, and he is going on losing at an ac- | 


celerated rate. I do not wish unnecessarily to 


consume time; but I can produce the items in | 


proof of the statement, and to any rational man 
it must be as clear as sunlight. 
Sir, it will be well to advert to the authority 


relied upon by the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. | 


Firzpatrick}]—the statement and calculation of 
William Towers. 1 have said that that statement 
| is unreliable. Why, sir, there are errors al! the 
way through it. There are errors that I have 
calculated; and, in addition, we have a statement 
by Mr. Rives ——- out itserrors. Mr. Rives’s 
statement has been published and republished for 
three weeks; it has been standing before the people 
for investigation. If Mr. Rives has published a 
false statement, he is not worthy of recognifion 


by this body, or to be intrusted with the public | one dollar a token, except in the case of Mr, 


records. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Will the Senator allow 
me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will yield for an interrup- 


tion, but certainly not for an argument. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. I meant to have stated, | 


when I addressed the Senate yesterday, that I 
had another communication sustaining the former 
statement. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Establishing it? 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. So I understand. 
| Mr. JOHNSON. Exactly. A full answer to 
hea to the world, and 
has been in his possession for three weeks. Per- 


this body, and as I do rot wish to fatigue myself, | haps the honorable Senator has got an answer to 


I shal! not undertake the labor which would ne- | 
cessarily be imposed upon me if I should enter 
upon this subject in every aspect in which it pre- 
sents itself. It involves much to which I shall 
not refer. I shall confine myself to a few facts to 
which I desire especially to call the attention of 
the Senate. 

The resolution, as it stands, embraces two sep- 
arate and distinct subjects; and before the vote is 
taken I shall call for a division of the question. 
One portion of it relates exclusively to the report- 
ing of the debates and proceedings, and the print- 
ing them in the Globe. The other portion relates 
to printing the debates in the city pers only. 

t will be seen that it is an omnibus resolution; 
for it embraces matters which do not necessarily 
stand together, and, as they are capable of divis- | 
ion, I shall ask that they be divided. 

The Senator from Virginia spoke of the cost of 
the Congressional Globe, and the method in which 
that cost should be distributed, or, in other words, 
as to the compensation to be received by the pub- 
lisher of the Congressional Globe and Appeudix: 
and the objection of the Senator from Texas was 
based on the method by which it is proposed to 
pay him, because it allows individual members of | 
the Senate to receive a large number of the Globe 
and Appendix for distribution. Now, sir, after 


having considered the subject maturely and la- || 


boriously, I must say that I see no better method, | 
nor any so good. 
We must do something with that establishment, 
or we shall be compelled to give up the reporting | 
and printing of our debates. The gentleman who | 
is at the head of the establishment has not said | 
he will quit because he makes nothing. I believe 
he has never distinguished himself in that way. 
He will go on with his contract until he is unable 
to go further; and what he does do he will do well. 
What he has done has always been well done. 


it. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I have a communica- 
tion from Mr. Towers explaining the facts. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Very well. I have the first 
document furnished by Mr. Towers, giving the 
result of his investigation. Mr. Towers is a 

peat, and, I understand, a very good one. But 
have never heard of his managing a heavy estab- 
lishment, which is a very different branch of busi- 
ness. He, however, was called upon to make a 
relied upon by the Senator from Alabama with 
| great confidence. If gentlemen will give me their 
attention, [ will show the number of errors with 
which one short page can be filled. Mr. Towers 
says: 
The Congressional Globe and Appendix for the Thirty- 


Second Congress made six volumes, and an aggregate of 
5,300 pages.”’ 


Error No. 1. The correct number of pages is 
5,454. 


“The subscription price is $9 for each Congress. The 
Senate now takes 744 copies, and it is proposed to take 
5,644 copies, being an increase of 4,920 copies.”’ 

There is an error again. Instead of 5,644, it 
stood, on the papers that were before him, 5,712. 

* The inquiry of Governor Firzrarrick is: § What will 
the net cost to the printer be of the 4,920 additional copies ?’ 
The answer to this question is based upon the data above 
mentioned. 

Answer. 


The cost of paper, (3,472 reams, at $4 per ream, ) $13,880.” || 


Here is anothererror. Instead of 3,472 reams 
has not proceeded with any strict accuracy. 
| There is also an error in regard to the price of the 
per. Instead of $4 a ream—and he knew 

it; he could not have helped knowing it—the very 
lowest price is $4 80 a ream; and you cannot 


Mr. BENJAMIN. The Senator says that the | 


a to the Committee on Printing, which is | 


| it is 3,480 reams, and 455 sheets, showing that he || 


| _May 18, 
that he has sometimes to pay $6 50 a ream. Thus 
we have specimens of the kind of estimate upon 
which my honorable friend from Alabama has 
based his representations. Calculate the paper at 
$4 80 instead of $4 a ream, and it makes the 
aggregate cost $16,708 55, instead of $13,880, 

The next item—and, sir, each item seems to be 
a gross and special error—is the following: 


‘* The cost of press-work, (13,038 tokens, 
token,) $3,911 40.” 


at 30 cents per 


This, sir, is a most preposterous representation 
Why, sir, the clerk of the Superintendent of Print. 
ing, who made this report, knows that his own 
brothers, who are printers in this city, are print. 
ing for Mr. Rives at fifty cents a token asa favor 
whee their machinery and hands have nothing 
else to do. Thirty centsatoken! Why, when 
we look at every contract that Congress has 
made in regard to printing, except that made 
with’Mr. Ritchie, we find that one dollar a token 
was paid. Mr. Ritchie received fifty-three cents 
a token for his printing, and he came back to 
Congress and announced the fact that he was 
ruined, totally ruined by it, and asked for relief. 
Congress then gave him over one dollar a token 
and still he proclaimed to the world.that he had not 
been saved from loss. Although this was the case, 
Mr. Towers sits down and makes a calculation 
at thirty cents a token! Whatis atoken? Two 
hundred and fifty impressions taken from the 

ress. And Mr. Tower calculates 13,038 tokens; 

ut even in that hisfigures are wrong. It is 13,367 
tokens. Taking that at his own calculation, it 
would make a mistake, for the true amount, in- 
stead of $3,911 would be $4,010 10. 

Now, what reliance can be placed upon his 
statements and deductions? It is well known 
that we have never had the work done at less than 


Ritchie’s contract, and that he abandoned, and we 
had to give him more than one dollar, after legis- 
lating for four months on the subject. It is thus 
evident that Mr. Towers makes a clear mistake 
in that calculation, upon a single estimate, of 
nearly $10,000. On this subject, to satisfy my 
own mind, I addressed each of the printers in this 
city. I called upon them to know at what rates 
they would print for me, and the average price 
which they proposed was $1 06 a token. One 
declined to give me an answer, but said that he 
would print for me all that I wished for nothing. 
He supposed that it was merely some little print- 
ing that I wished to have done, and he was will- 
ing to do it for nothing, out of his personal kind 
feelings for me; but the average answer that I 
received was $1 06 a token, for this very item 
which Mr. William Towers sets down at thirty 
cents. His’ brothers, when they have leisure, 
print for Mr. Rives, as a matter of favor, for fifty 
cents a token, which is sixty-six and two thirds 
| per cent. more than he says Mr. Rives can afford 
to do it for himself. 

Now, I ask, what confidence is to be put in 
estimates like these? But we will go to the next 
point: 

The cost of folding, (13,038 tokens, at 12 cents per token,) 
$1,564 56. 

There again he errs. He supposes that there 
are 13,038 tokens to be folded, whereas the num- 
ber folded is but just half, both sides of the sheet 
being printed. Mr. Towers calculates for folding 
13,038 tokens at twelve cents a token, and allows 
Mr. Rives $1,564 56 for it; whereas the number 
of tokens folded was but 6,519, and the amount 
should be only $782 28. 

The aggregate errors in these calculations 
amount to over $12,000! Mr. Towers then pro- 
ceeds to another estimate, and says: 

«The subscription price of the 4,920 additional copies,” 
The number should be 4,968, 

‘Cat $9 per copy, would be $44,280.”’ 


The amount should be $44,712. 
<< The cost to the printer would be, as above, $19,355 96.” 
It ought to be $21,520 67. He then goes on: 


‘< Tt appears from the letters of Mr. Rives, and [the oaths 
| of] others’*— 


Here are the oaths—I will not detain the Senate 


| by reading them—which go to show that during 
| the first fifty-nine days of this session, Mr. 
| Rives lost upwards of three dollars a column on 


possibly get paper during this session of Congress | the publishing which was done for both branches 


| for less. 


Mr. Rives has his bills, and they show || of Congress. 1 want to call the attention of the 
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Senator from Alabama to the fact, that he has || 
studiously separated the consideration of the public || 
rinting and reporting of this House from that | 
of the other. Sir, I treat it in gross. I put it all || 
together, and I allege that these losses occurred || 
from the whole, and not from this body alone. 
Upon the printing and reporting for both branches, | 
he has lost, and is losing, at an accelerated rate. 

But let us again look at the kind of aad 
upon which my friend from Alabama relies. It | 
seems to me he ought to have examined Mr. | 
Rives’s letter in his regard for right which I know | 
and acknowledge that he feels as sensibly as any- | 
body. It seems to me it was most inexcusable 
that he did not examine it at once and satisfy him- 
self about it; but I am informed that that Senator 
never read Mr. Rives’s statement. Am I correct 
in regard to that ? 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. You are correct in re- 
gard to that. I have not had time to look into all 
these statements. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I regret it, for if you had 
read it, I feel assured there is much in it you would 
have taken delight in reading. I say this because 
| am satisfied you want to do what is right and 
just. 

Mr. Towers says: 

‘Jt appears, from the letters of Mr, Rives and others, 
that a large loss is incurred by him at present in the execu 
tion of his contract With the Senate.”’ 

That is the subject upon which he was asked 
for a statement. 

«« And he asks this additional subscription, which he sup- 
poses will remunerate him for his labor on account of the 
profit accruing on it. How far the present contract with 
Mr. Rives may be remunerating, or otherwise, would re- 
quire much time and labor to ascertain.” 

Sir, I should like to know what the Committee 
on Printing was established for, if it was not for 
the purpose of ascertaining? I ‘should like to 
know what they referred a commission of this 
character to that clerk for, unless it was that he 
should take that trouble? That is what he says | 
after having made this wretched and erroneous cal- | 
culation, and then he concludes: 

“ And I think it would be indelicate in me, to say the 
least, to express any opinion I may entertain upon the sub- 
ject until Iam prepared to support it by facts and figures.”’ 

What makes it indelicate in him? Why wait | 
until he has prepared the facts and figures? Sir, 
I am authorized to say to you here, that the whole | 








of that printing establishment, its books, and its || 


most private concerns were open to him, and he | 
was invited to go in and make the investigation, | 
but he declined to do it. Heexamined but apor- 
tion of its business, and, on seeing the manner in 
which the speeches were altered after they ‘were 
set up, he said ‘‘ why that is just as bad as to have 
itall to set over again.’’ They said to him ‘go | 
on and examine the whole establishment, and then 
report the facts as you find them.’’ He declined | 
to do it, and went on and furnished this statement, 
at the end of which he says it would be indelicate | 
in him to express an opinion as to whether a loss | 
was sustained or not. It is strange that heshould 
feel this delicacy after having made a calculation | 
which, if true, would utterly destroy the veracity | 
of the man who made the previous statement; 
yet it is true that when he comes to the point for | 
which the subject was referred to him, he says he | 
thinks it a matter too delicate for him to investi- | 
gate. 

Mr. President, I would, if it were possible, es- | 
cape from an examination of all these details, but 
there are points to which I feel it to be my duty | 
to call the attention of the Senate, and they are so 
plain that they will not fail to create a sensation | 
in the mind of every man who listens to the state- 
ment of them. 

Ihave before me the printed statement of Mr. 
Rives, which has been before the public and in 
the hands of every printer of the city for the last 
three weeks, and which has been at the service of 
every Senator, and is yet to be had by any and 
every Senator who chooses to make the investiga- | 
tion. I will turn, for instance, to this item of | 
tokens, concerning which | have made a few re- | 
marks. Mr. Rives says: 


_“« But Messrs. Gales & Seaton, it appears, convinced the | 
Congress that made the reduction of twenty per cent. on 
| 
i 


the public printing that they could not stand it, and, at the 
end of that Congress, the twenty per cent. was restored to | 


them.” | 
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“This gave them $4 40 for press-work and folding, and | 
stabbing and stitching. Deduct ten per cent. for stabbing 
and stitching, and it leaves them $3 96 a token for preas- 
work and folding, which lacks only four cents of being eight 
times as much as Mr. Moore now allows me’’?— 


He is here speaking of another -calculation, 
made by Mr. Moore, who is a brother-in-law of 
Mr. Towers, and who has furnished a calculation 


| which Mr. Rives has taken great pains to answer. 


— ‘when the wages | now pay to printers are twenty per 
cent. higher than Messrs. Gales & Seaton paid them.”’ 

“Mr. William Towers, the other witness who bears wit- 
ness against me, is Mr. Moore’s brother-in-law, and their 
testimony 1s nearer than their relationship to each other. 
He says the press-work can be done by me for thirty cents 
a token, and the folding for twelve cents a token; making 
together forty-two cents a foken for press-work and felding. 
Mr. Moore said in 1840°— 


Eighteen hundred and forty was a period of time 
when all things were cheaper than they are now. 


‘¢ Mr: Moore said, in 1840, that I could do both for forty- 
two anda half cents a token—only one half of one cent 
difference! This is a strange and striking coincidence, 
when it is recollected that fourteen years elapsed between 
the times when they gave their testimony, and in the mean 
time the wages of printers had been changed twenty per 
cent. 

** At the very time Mr. Towers gave his testimony that 
press-work could be done for thirty cents a token, his broth- 
ers in this city were doing it for me, at their leisure, and as 
a favor to me, and charging me sixty-six and two thirds per 
cent. more than he allows me.’’ 


He certainly ought to have been conscious, but 
may not have been, however, of the rate of 
charges at which his own brothers were doing 
business. 

‘* They have been doing it at that rate for me for years 
past; and I have reciprocated their favors by letting them 
have paper at precisely whatit cost ne. They make some 
ufing by printing for me at fifty cents a token, beeause they 
do it when they have no press-work of their own to occupy 
their presses, on my type already made up into pages for | 
them, and by men who work by the week.”’ 


And consequently would have nothing else to | 
do unless they had that, and still are paid. 

*“* Thirty cents a token on the copies of the Congressional 
Globe, which both branches of Congress take {rom me, 
will not pay one third the interest on the capital invested 
and the wear and tear on materials in my office, as I will 
prove in less than twenty lines. 

‘¢ Congress takes from me 6,456 copies of the Congres- 
sional Globe and Appendix—the House 5,712, and the 
Senate the balance, 744, of them. The press-work on these 
during the last Congress was 18,340 tokens, Which, at 30 
cents a token, amounts to $5,502. The interest on the eap- 
ital invested in my printing establishment, and the wear 
and tear of the materials during that time, as Mr. Moore 
admits, amounted to $17,680; and every printer knows, or 
ought to know, that at least three fourths of the capital in- 
vested in a large printing establishment is properly charge- 
able to the press room department, and that at least five | 
sixths of the wear and tear of the office and machinery is 
also chargeable to it.”’ 

Here are facts, which gentlemen can take up 
and study and consider maturely for themselves, 
which go conclusively to settle the matter in fe- | 
oe to the calculation now relied upon by the 

enator from Alabama as to the fairness of the 
compensation on this item of tokens, which is 
one of the heaviest items in the calculation. 

Permit me in this connection to read a state- 
ment of the cost of similar work,as done in Penn- 
sylvania and Maryland, and in England for the 
reports of the proceedings of the British Parlia- 
ment. 

They have had a fixed system for many years, 
and hence they afford a precedent, which may be 
considered good, in consequence of the much 
greater experience they have had in these matters, 
than this body or the other branch of Congress. 

Mr. Rives says: 

** Now, I will compare the price paid to me for the de- 
bates in Congress, with the prices patd in England for the 
debates in the English Parliament. 

‘* Hansard’s Parliamentary Debates for the last Parlia- 


| ment, commencing the 10th of February, and ending the 
| 9th of May, 1853, made 2,216 octavo pages, averaging 2,250 


<)— 


ems a page, making together 4,896,000 ems. 


‘“ These were printed in three royal octavo volumes, and | 


retailed in London for £1 10s. a volume, bound, making 
£4 10s. for the three volumes, equal there to $19 98, here 
to $22 50. 

** Hansard sells his debates to the booksellers of London 


| for £1 Qs. Gd. a volume, bound, making £3 7s. 6d. for the 


three volumes, equal there to $14 99, here to $16 92. 

* The Lisrary of Congress paid a bookseller in London 
five per cent. advance on Hansard’s wholesale price for 
the three volumes, and they amounted to $17 76.” 

Our Library accounts show that fact. 

“<The Congressional Globe and Appendix for the last 
Congress, at this rate, would amount to $136 a copy.” 

I call upon the Senate to look at a fact like that 
when my honorable friend from Alabama talks 


That is, faring the time they were the printers, || about gross extrav ce. There are people in 


in 1841 and 1849. 





England who have had the experience of years 
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in this business; and if we paid for the Globe, for 
which we gave $12 per bound copy, at the same 
rate which they pay for theirs, instead of giving 
912, we should give $136 for a single copy of the 
lobe and Appendix. It is a startling fact, that 
what costs us $12 would cost us $136 attheir rate; 
and so in proportion for the whole of your copies. 
This, Mr. President and gentlemen, is the char- 
acter of the extravagance of which we have been 
guilty in paying Mr. Rives for the Globe and Ap- 
pendix the rates which have been mentioned. 


“« The Senate paid for them, bound, only $12 a copy. 
‘Tt is clear, therefore, that the Senate does not pay one 


| eleventh the rate for the debates in Congress that this Gov 


ernment pays for the Parliamentary Debates of England for 
the Library of Congress. 

** Add to what the Senate pays for the Congressional 
Globe and Appendix what it pays towards defraying the ex 
penses of reporting and publishing the debates in the Daily 
Globe, and then the 5,712 copies which the Senate is asked 
to subscribe for, would not cost it one seventh the rate paid 
for Hansard’s Debates.”’ 


If the price paid to Mr. Rives for reporting the 
proceedings and publishing them in the Daily 
Globe be included, then the Congressional Globe 
and Appendix will not cost you one seventh of 
their price. 

** And it is believed that Hansard takes his debates from 
the London papers, and makes but little alteration in 
them.’’ 

In other words, the system is not carried on with 
anything like the same accuracy, the same perse- 
verance, the same decision, and the same rapidity, 
with which it is carried on for this body, for, I be- 
lieve, it is conceded that the best reporting which 
is done in the world, for accuracy, and for rapid- 
ity, is done for the American Congress, 

““Now add the facts that wages of both reporters and 
printers, and the price of paper, are each and all less in 
England than they are in this country, and then can any 
man give a good reason why there should be so great adis 
parity in the prices which the debates of the two countries 
are sold for? or why Hansard’s should be sold so high, and 
Rives’s so low ? 

Now, sir, for another point. There is a cele- 
brated printing establishment in this country 
known as ‘ Harper & Brothers.’’ Mr. Rives 
says: 

‘* Harper @ Brothers, of New York, print about 125,000 
copies of their Magazine, which enables them to sell them 
at what is considered a very low price—25 cents a number. 
The Congressional Globe and Appendix, at that rate, would 
amount to $25 a copy for each Congress. I sell them to 
Congress for $9 a copy. 

At the rate at which the Harpers sell their 
Magazine, which is deemed to be extraordinarily 
low, the Congressional Globe would amount to 
Re a copy for each Congress. Look at that. 

e pay $9 a copy, and at the lowest rate at which 
the Harper brothers print their magazine, and 
distribute one hundred and twenty-five thousand 
copies of it—a price which is pronounced so ex- 
traordinarily low—instead of our paying $9 a 
copy for the reports of the debates of Congress, 
it would be $25. That I believe is the lowest 
printing establishment in the United States. There 
are a great many more such statements as these 
in this paper; but I pass them by; I do not wish 
to detain the Senate. It is not necessary to mul- 
tiply them. These are facts which there is no 
such thing as getting over! But now [ turn you 
to the case of the State of Pennsylvania, and give 
to you a few pomerenss which is upon that sub- 
ject. My friend from Pennsylvania will listen to 
this, | know, with some interest: 

‘Before | commenced writing this answer to Mr. 
Moore’s and Mr. Towers’s statements, I wrote to gentle- 
men in Kentucky, Pennsylvania, and Maryland, inquiring 
of them how much the reporting and printing the debates 
of the conventions called to amend their constitutions cost 
those States, respectively; and since the above was in 
type, I have received the following answers from the two 
States last mentioned, and wil) not wait any longer for an 
answer to the letter written to the gentleman in Kentucky : 

‘© HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA, April 17, 1854. 

‘¢ Sir: Upon the receipt of your letter inquiring of me the 
expense of reporting and printing the debates of the con 
vention to amend the constitution of Pennsylvania, that sat 
ip the years 1837-’8, I went to the Auditor General’s Of 
fic, and obtained the accompanying items of expenditure, 
as paid upon the different warrants from time to time. 

“By this, it will be seen that the reporting of the debates 
of said convention cost $20,488 15, and the printing and 
binding cost $69,668 90. These debates made thirteen vol 
umes, amounting, in the aggregate, to about 7,000 pages, 
octavo, 1,500 ems to the pages, and two thousand five hun 
dred copies were printed—that is, 1,250 in the English lan 
guage, and 1,250 in the German language. I have no means 
of getting at the price of binding these volumes, with cer- 
tainty, but think it cost between nine and ten thousand dol 
lars. 

‘There were five reporters employed, viz: John Agg, 
principal ; H. G. Wheeler, E. Kingman, W. E. Drake, and 
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I.G. McKinley, assistants. The principal reporter received 
4100 per week as a compensation for his services, and the 
assistants $30 per week; and $5 per column of 2,000 words 
were paid for writing out all matter not written out at the 
adjournment of the convention; which, according to the 
best of my recollection, wae about one half of the debates , 
ae the convention frequently sat mornings, afternoons, and 
evenings, and it was impossible to keep the work up. 

‘*The price paid to journeymen printers, at the time of the 
printing of the debates, was seven dollars per week in Har- 
rieburg, or twenty-two and a half cents per thousand ems. 
I am told they generally worked by the week. 

«1 am informed, at the Auditor General’s Office, that no 
part of the $69,668 90 was paid for distributing the debates, 
that being paid for printing and binding alone ;,but you will 
bear in mind that the cost of printing paper is included. 

** Hoping this information may prove satisfactory to you, 
I remain yours, truly, ISAAC G. McKINLEY. 

*Joun C. Rives, Esq., Washington, D. C. 





* Orrice or THE SecretTaRy or Strate, ? 
“ ANNAPOLIS, April 12, 1854. § 

** Sin: The Governor has placed in my hands, for answer, 
your favor of the 28th ultimo. It would have received ear 
lier attention but for my absence from the seat of govern 
ment, and some delay occasioned by difficulty in procuring 
part of the information asked for. 

“The Stat« paid to H. G. Wheeler, Esq., for reporting, 


the sum of $2,005 80; and for indexing, the further sum of 


$800. 

“The cost of printing the reports was $2,892 20. 

« Five hundred copies were printed for the State, ard | am 
informed that each page contains about three thousand five 
hundred ‘ems.’ [ take leave, however, to suggest that a 


copy of the reports may be found in the Congressional Li- | 


brary, and thatit might be well that you should examine 
them. 


““T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, NATHANIEL COX, Secretary of State. 
* Joun U. Rives, Esq. 
* Orvice OF THE SECRETERY OF State, 
* © ANNaPoLis, April 17, 1854. 


Sra: Pamin the receipt of your favorof 15th instant. [ | 


now have the honor to inform you that I have examined 
the second volume of the reports referred to, and find it con 
tains eight hundred and ninety pages, [that is the number 
of puges in the two volumes.) I make nocharge in this 
matter; it has given me pleasure to have it in my power to 
oblige you. 

** Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

*“ NATHANIEL COX, Secretary of State. 
** Joun C. Rives, Esq.”’ 


“The debates of the last Congress made 5,454 royal 


quarto pages, the pages averaging about 7,000 ems; there- | 


fore, the whole made about 38,178,000 ems. Congress paid 
me $56,242 50 for prune pee printing the debates of the 
two sessions in the Daily Globe; and then paid me 358,104 
for printing 6,456 copies of them in book form; making 


together $114,346 50; which divided by the number of 


copies printed in book form, shows that [ was paid $17 71 
a copy for reporting and printing them, both in the news- 
paper and in book form. 


“It will be seen by Mr. McKinley’s letter, copied above, | 


that $20,488 15 was paid for reporting the debates in the 


Pennsylvania convention; they made ten million five hun- | 
dred thousand ems; $69,668 90 for printing two thousand | 


five hundred copies in two languages and binding them, and 


that the price paid there to compositors, when the debates | 
were printed, was seven dollars a week, or twenty-two and | 


a half cents a thousand ems when they worked by the piece. 


The price | pay here to compositors is twelve dollars a | 


week, or forty cents a thousand ems for brevier, and forty 


four cents a thousand ems tor nonpareil type when they | 
All the compositors in my office work | 


work by the piece. 
by the piece. 

** Now, to make a just comparison, I must deduct for the 
binding of the Pennsylvania debates ; for setting them up 


in two languages ; and for paper, as they were printed on | 


larger type than the debates of Congress are printed. I will 
not allow myself anything for the difference between the 
cost of setting up type there and here; which it will be 
seen is near 100 per cent. [ can afford to be liberal, and 
will make liberal reductions : 

I deduct for binding............++- $2.0.0>p ane » $10,000 00 
{ deduct thirty three cents a thousand for setting 


up the second edition............ cece eceeees 3,465 00 
I deduct for two thirds the paper it took to print 

both editions, English and German, 760 reams, 

Bt BE BO o reaite...s cocccsccccccccessscccess 3,648 00 


$17,113 Ov 
** Deduct this sum from the sum paid for reporting and 
printing and binding 2,500 copies, $90,177 U5, and itleaves 
$73,044 05, which being divided by 2,500, the number of 
copies printed, and it shows thatthe Pennsylvania debates, 
which make 10,500,000 ems, cost $29 22 acopy. Report 
ing and printing the debates of Congress, which make 
38,178,000 ems, cost only $17 Tl acopy. At the rates paid 
for the Pennsylvania debates, a copy of the Congressional 
and Appendix would amount to $106 24, which is a litte 
more than siz times as much as Congress pays me for a 
copy.’ 


Here are facts which have been open for weeks 
for investigation. If they are not true, let them 
be investigated. There is no printer in this city 
but what has his enemy. We all know that. 1 
do not know that there is any individual who has 
not an enemy; certainly there is no printer or 
publisher of a paper who has not one. These 
statements have 





| tions, and who himself has refused to 





een published, and al) have | 








light upon the man who sustains these publica- 

f° round 
and annoy you, Senators, in regard to is busi- 
ness. 
private grievances, and asking for favors. 


places the facts before you as gentlemen who are 


candid, fair, and disposed to deal with him on | 


terms which are best for the public interest. 

Now, as to the debates in the Maryland con- 
vention. When her convention met to frame her 
constitution, Maryland also had her reporters. 
She got them on the best terms she could. 


“The debates in the Maryland convention were not 


long; they are printed with the same kinds of type that the 
Congressional Globe and Appendix are printed ; and, there 
fore, the calculation to show the difference in price will 
be short and simple. They made 3,115,000 ems, which 
were printed in #90 octavo pages. The reporting aud 
making an index to them cost the State $3,605 80; and 
printing 500 copies cost $2,892 20, making together $6,498, 
which beimzg divided by 500, the number of copies printed, 
shows that they cost the State $13 acopy. A copy of the 
Congressional Globe and Appendix, at this rate, would 
amount to $159 33, which is nine times the suin Congress 
pays me per copy.”’ 

These things are absolutely startling. That is 
what was paid at our next door. Compare it 
with the rates which we allow to our reporter. 
The copies of which I speak consist of several 
volumes. When I speak of a copy, 1 mean the 
volumes for the whole Congress, the long and the 


short session, containing the debates for the entire | 
It includes the Congressional Globe 


Congress. 
and Appendix also. 
** If any other evidence is needed to prove that I am 


printing the Congressional Globe and Appendix at ruinous | 


rates, it will be found in the following facts.’’ 

The Committee on #@rinting, before I was a 
member of it, and which consisted of the Senator 
from Maine, [Mr. Hamuin,] my friend from Ala- 


| bama, [Mr. Firzparrick,) and the Senator from | 
Connecticut, (Mr. Smiru,] admitted that they 


were satisfied he was losing, but they were not 
satisfied with his statement as to the terms which 
should be agreed upon, and they therefore cut 
down the amount, and proposed to take from him 
forty-eight copies for each Senator—about twenty- 
five hundred copies, instead of five thousand. 

‘* Eight years ago, when [ commenced printing the Con- 


| gressional Globe and Appendix at $6 a copy for a long ses- 


sion and $3 for a short one—”’ 


That is the rate at which he prints still— 

—** the Congressional Globe was little more than a synop- 
815. 

It is easy to refer back to the Congressional 
Globe, and there you will find that private bills 
were never reported, nor the debates on them. Sir, 
the value of these records is inestimable, even in 
reference to the debates that take place upon pri- 
vate bills, when they come up before this body. 
Let me ask any gentleman, of the class to which 


my honorable friend from Alabama belongs, the | 


economists of the strict school, just to reflect on 
this subject. If you had had works of this kind 
— in the days of the late war with Great 

ritain, when claims were brought up, which have 
been coming here ever since, through a period of 
forty years, how much would have been saved? 


|Such a work to report the facts as they were 


known at the time in regard to private claims, 
would have saved to the Treasury more than it 


would have cost to print the debates from that 
time to the present; because, if the debates had 
been furnished in those days, when all the facts | 


were known, some which were necessary to the 


| proper understanding of the claim would have been 


retained, and the subsequent Congresses might 
have appealed to them; but the facts have been 
lost, while others which are brought forward for 
the interest of the claimants, have been preserved. 

Buta few days ago the Senator from North Car- 


| olina (Mr. Bancer] regretted that a speech deliv- 


ered on ee claim in this body within a few 
years, had not been reported, as he believed it 
would have saved the Senate the trouble of rein- 


| vestigating that case. In the Globe all these cases 
| are faithfully put on record, and it will become a 


valuable work for future reference. 
**All the debates on private bills were left out of it alto- 


| gether; [ had my own time to print them in, and made 


something on them when [ sold as many as nine thousand 
copies.’’ 

A man can do work more profitably when he 
has his own time in which to doit. In those times, 


been invited to investigate them; and if all which | if a report was published some days after the dis- 
is contained in the statement is not correct, let i cussion, Senators were satisfied, but now, when a 


them prove that it is not, 


These things are not || gentleman delivers a speech of any length, he has 
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He has not been in the habit of stating his | 
He | 


‘than ¢4 id 
the contract is made on the proposition as offered 
| by the Senator from Michigan. 
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not concluded it before it is reported in part. A 
he speaks it from this bod 1 sitaad 
P passes Ir ody. It is written 
out In your post office, by men who are kept there 
for that purpose, and horses kept standing outsiq 
this Capitol, bear it to the press as the sheets ate 
produced, and not unfrequently, as we retire frei 
this Chamber, if we call in the printing office, we 
find in #ype remarks which we Sans tee made 
Such is the rapid and perfect style in which the 
work is now done; such is the praiseworthy exer. 
tion and happy success which have attended the 
efforts of this one solitary agent of the Govern. 
ment, in fulfilling his contract with us. | ¢, 
this one, because I have yet to hear of the first 
contract that has been made by the Government 
of the United States with any printer, which has 
not been the source of some kind of confusion and 
complaint; whereas, from this quarter, although 
the expense of the execution of the contract has 
been increased from day to day, and has entailed 
a heavier cost upon him, no complaint has, been 
made, That is the way in which he has done his 
work. Here is a faithful servant of the body 
employed under his contract, appealing to your 
reason, and appealing to nothing else. He has 
not begged privately for help that he might make 
money. He has simply said, there is my con. 
tract; it has not paid me,and is this the manner 
in which the Government wishes its business 
conducted, or shall | be compelled to go on at q 
loss, and in the end be compelled to abandon jt 
altogether? If it were proposed to this body to 
say whether or not we would adhere to this rate, 
and lose the production of these reports in this 
way, or take up any other person as a reporter, 
and run the risk of his doing the work, I think 
there would not be more than three Senators, if 


| there would be three, and I doubt whether there 


would be one, that would say, I will refuse it. | 


| can say, on the contrary, that sooner than risk a 


loss of that character, and injure the public service 
so seriously, I certainly would vote for it, and give 
him ten per cent. more than is proposed. 

Mr. WELLER. Will the Senator allow me 
to give notice of an amendment which | propose 
to submit to the resolution, unless my friend, who 
has devoted his attention to the subject, should 
give me some reason why it should not be of- 
fered? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Certainly. 

Mr. WELLER. There is considerable oppo- 
sition, as is disclosed this morning, to that part 
of the resolution which increases the number of 
copies of the Globe to be taken by the Senate. In 
order to obviate that, I shal! simply move tostrike 
out so much of the resolution as provides for an 
additional number of copies, and insert: 

And that in lien of the price now paid to the Congres- 
sional Globe and Appendix, there shall be paid at the rate 
of $9 50 per column for reporting and publishing the pro- 
ceedings ot the Senate. 

I understand from a reliable source that the 
actual expense of reporting and printing is a little 
over $9 00 acolumn. Now, we are all willing 
to give the proprietor of that paper a fair remuner- 
ation. I think this amendment will doit; and at 
the proper time I shall move it as a substitute for 
the lafter branch of the resolution, unless my 
friend has some objection to it. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I am very glad to hear that. 
It occurred to me last night, but I had forgotten 
it. It occurred to me in merely running through 
these calculations that this would be the plan. 
The honorable Senator from California has struck 
it exactly. {t will be just and it will be right, in 
my opinion. I must say, that I do not think It 
will be as satisfactory to the es of the 
Globe and Appendix. But, sir, here are the facts 
in regard to it. Weare paying now $7 50a col- 
umn. The Intelligencer broke down in the re- 
porting at that rate. The Union has been broken 
down at ittwice. We have still the Globe going 
on at $7 50 a column; and gentlemen come here, 
in order to show how conclusive this thing is, and 
ask you to employ all the papers to print, and 
leave out the reporting. Well, sir, let those 
papers print at a rate which is a fair compensa 
tion. 1 am now satisfied, from the information ! 
have, that there is one concern in the city that will 
not touch your proposition to print at a cent lower 
a column, and it demands $5, even if 


If $4 50 is a fair rate to pay for publishing 
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without reporting, what is it proper to allow to 
Mr. Rives for the reporting ? He is now paid 
<7 50 for reporting and printing the debates. If 
va deduct $4 50, which is the _ now pro- | 
osed to be allowed other papers for merely pub- | 
lishing, you will leave him ut three dollars for | 
reporting. Now, what is the cost of reporting? | 
Evidence has been furnished showing conclusively | 
that $4 748 column is the actual positive cost of 
every column of the proceedings of this body, as 
reported in the Daily Globe. The cost of report- 
ing alone, without allowing one particle of profit 
to the proprietor, is $4 74. Suppose you were to 
allow him a profit of twenty-six cents a column, 
it would bring = item of reporting to five dol- 
jars a column. hen, when you allow him $7 50 | 
a column, and deduct from that five dollars for 
reporting, what does it leave him for printing, for | 
materials, and for every other expense connected 
with hisestablishment? You leave him but $2 50 
a column to pay for the expenses of his establish- | 
ment—for labor, day and night, necessary for the 
rapid execution of the work, which he has per- 
formed to the extraordinary satisfaction of every | 
gentleman who fills a seat in this body, who 
is satisfied that, when he makes remarks here, 
there is no power on earth which can misrep- 
resent him, or, at least, thathe will be correctly 
represented on the official record of our proceed- 
ings. Then, on this basis, you allow Mr. Rives | 
only $2 50 for printing, and all the other necessary 
expenses except reporting, while you prepose to 
pay $4 50 to the other papers for publishing by 
daylight from printed copy. Thus you give him 
two dollars a column less for publishing than you 
propose to give the other papers, supposing that 
we allow him five dollars a column for reporting, 
which is the actual cost, with an addition of twen- 
ty-six cents for profit. Lest there shouid bea 
disposition to quibble about little things, | will 
state that $4 74 1s not the amount paid to the re- 
porter employed by Mr. Rives. Four dollars and | 
fifty cents is the amount paid him, and the addi- 
tional sum of twenty-four cents is estimated as the 
cost of the wages of the men who carry the copy 
from the Capitol to the office, and for the horses 
employed in that service. These items bring up 
the reporting to $4 74 a column; and if we allow 
the proprietor twenty-six cents profit, and should, 
in addition to that, allow him for printing the 
same rate which it is now proposed to allow to the 
other papers, what wou'd be the consequences? 
Why, clearly, that he ought to receive $9 50 a 
column for every column of the debates. The 
proposition of the Senator from California to pay 
him that amount fs the one which ought to be 
adopted, unless we agree to the proposition to take 
five thousand extra copies, which | think is the 
best one, and the one which should he accepted. 
I wish now to call the attention of the Senate to 
some further statements contained in this letter of 
Mr. Rives, and then I shall have done. 1 ifttend 
to say no more, after | get through with what I 
propose now to submit to the Senate, unless some 
other points are started. I believe that, from the 
investigation which | have made, I am capable of 
explaining all the points in regard to this question; | 
at least, | understand them myself thoroughly. | | 
have a number of copies of this statement of Mr. 
Rives before me, and Senators who desire to ex- | 
amine it for their own satisfaction, can have an 
Opportunity of doing so. 
et me call the attention of Senators to what 
Mr. Rives is willing to do. He says: 
“T am willing to do it well at the lowest prices it hasbeen | 


done for in this city ; but [ eannot do it for the prices that | 
some printers say I can do it for.” 


He refers, of course, to printers like Messrs. 
Moore and Towers, and others, if there be any 
others, who have given such opinions as they | 
have. He says further: 

“T will agree to report and print the debates of Congress 
as low as either of the offices for which Mr. Moore has 
been foreman, has done the public printing, even when the 


copy has been furnished to them without cost, (which is not 
my case,) and no alterations made in it afterwards.’’ 


In order that the Senate may understand this | 
point thoroughly, I will explain it. Mr. Rives 
means that he will report and print at as low a. 
price as public printing alone was ever done in | 
any office with which Mr. Moore was connected 
in former days, when materials and wages were | 
less than they are now. He will report and | 
print for Congress at the same rates that those || 


THE CONGR 





| monstration, 
|| weeks; the assertions contained in it are open for 


| page thirty-five of House 


|| try. He buys of Bartow & Co., of New York city. 





offices printed when they had no reporting to do, 


manuscript was furnished to them without cost. 
This, in point of fact, as reporting is about one 
half the cost, is a proposition to print for half the 
prices charged by the offices with which the gen- 
tleman who gives this testimony has ever been 
connected. Is not that a plain, easily understood 
a Does it look like extravagance? 

oes it tend to show that we ought not to adopt 
the proposition of the Senator from Michigan? 
Surely not; but thereverse. But Mr. Rives con- 
tinues: 


**I will report and print the debates for one third the 
rate that Congress has ever paid for any other debates in 
book form. 1 willreport and print the debates for one half 
the rate it pays fur the lowest priced books it purchases 


from individuals.”’ 

That shows at what rates he is now doing this 
work. Does it look as if he were receiving large 
profits? He next refers to works purchased of 
Little & Brown, which | suppose may be consid- 
ered asa fair criterion, for theirs is one of the 
largest and best conducted printung establishments 


in the United States. Mr. Rives says in regard 
to that: 


J] suppose the books which Congress purchases from 
Little & Brown, of Boston, are bought at a lower rate than 
any others, as printing can be executed much cheaper in 
Boston than it can be done here. I believe we pay atleast 
33 per cent. more here than they do there. I had the Stat 
utes at Large printed by tiem in my eye when I said above 
that | would report and print the debates of Congress at 
one half the rate Congress pays for books purchased from 
individuals.”’ 

That is to say, he will report and print the de- 
bates of Congress for one half the rate which 
Congress pays to Little & Brown for the publica- 
tion in pamphlet form of the laws of the United 
States. Does this look extravagant? The state- 
ments contained in this letter are capable of de- 
They have been published for 


examination, and certainly those with whose cal- 
culations it comes so completely in conflict would 
have made some attempt-to show that its state- 
ments are incorrect, if such were the fact. But, 
sir, | say clearly, that if the statements contained 
in this letter be incorrect, and if Mr. Rives is ca- 
pable of falsification to the extent to which he does 


| falsify in this letter, if what he states be not true, 


and if he is nota loser by his contracts with this 
body, he is an unprincipled scoundrel, and ought 
not to receive the patronage of the body, nor be 
admitted on this floor, much less to hold a control 
over the public records, which involve not only the 
interests of the country, but the honor of every 
Senator who is Within the sound of my voice. 
Mr. DAWSON. I desire to call the attention 
of my friend from Arkansas to a document which 
I hold in my hand, and I desire to hear some ex- 
planation from him, merely for my own satisfac- 
tion. I understand him to say that the great diffi- 
culty between Mr. Towers and Mr. Rives arises 


out of the price of paper, and the proper amount | 


to be allowed for press-work per token. 

Mr. JOHNSON. They are two of the principal 
items of difference. 

Mr. DAWSON. Now, I desire, on these two 
points, to read to the Senate a statement which 1 
have in my hand, and then to hear the Senator 
from Arkansas in explanation. It will be recol- 
lected that in 1850,a committee was appointed by 
the House of Representatives to investigate the 
claims of Mr. Ritchie; and the report of that com- 
mittee is to be found among the Miscellaneous 
Documents of the first session of the Thirty-First 
Congress. I wish to call the Senator’s attention— 
for | desire to vote understandingly upon this 
subject—to the testimony of Mr. Rives himself, 
given before that committee, as to the cost of paper, 
in regard t) which it is alleged that so great an 
error has been committed by Mr. Towers. At 
iscellaneous Docu- 
ment, No. 55, for that year, we find the following 
testimony of Mr. Rives: 

**'The Congressional Globe is printed mostly on Fouder- 
nier paper, and always when we can get it. Witness 
thinks there are several Foudernier machines in this a. 
paper is manufactured at Norwich, Connecticut, by Fou 
dernier machinery. He pays $3 25 at the mills for such 
paper as the Congressional Globe is now printed upon. It 
costs about $3 33 delivered here. The paper weighs about 


thirty-two pounds to the ream, of the size of twenty-four 
by thirty-eight.” 


The paper of the Daily Globe, he says, is of the 
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j same kind, but is heavier, and costs $4 08 per 
and the copy from which to ems the book or || 
| 


ream. Thus we find that, according to this state- 
ment, the paper for the Congressional Globe and 
Appendix was manufactured at Norwich, Con- 
necticut, and that the proprietor paid $3 25 a ream 
| at the mills for such paper. 

| Then, in relation to the price for press-work, 

Mr. Haliday, foreman in the Globe office, testi- 
| fied before that committee in this way: 

‘* The common price for press- work in this city is fifty 
cents per token of two hundred and fifty sheets of sixteen 
pages each ; although, if a man has the presses, he could 
| make money on a large job at twenty-five cents per token.”’ 


| I wish to call the gentleman’s attention to these 
| two statements, for the purpose of justifying my- 
self in voting for the reference of this subject. I 
am partly in favor of this resolution, but [ wish 
to have a full report made, stating the facts, so 
| that I can act understandingly upon the subject. 
| Now the difference between twenty-five cents and 
$1 06 per token for press-work, and the difference 
between $3 33 and $4 80 for paper, are two mate- 
rial points; and in regard to them I desire to have 
full information. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Will the Senator tell me 
what is the date of that testimony? 

Mr. DAWSON. Eighteen hundred and fifty. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I presume, then, that the 
| Senator is aware, or he will readily understand 
upon the suggestion, that since that time there has 
been a change in the price of almost every article 
properly entering into the calculation of the cost 
| of an establishment of this nature. An increase 
of price has been going on, and is now going on, 
in all these things, and yet the proprietor is only 
receiving now the same rate of pay which he 
received when prices were lower. It is notorious 
_ over the whoie country, that the price of paper is 
every where greater now than it was three or four 
years ago, and it is now extravagantly high. The 
operation of our Post Office laws is such that it is 
almost hopeless to ee that there will be any 
reduction in the priceof paper. Our postage laws 
admit the passage of printed matter through the 
mails at a very low rate; so that there has been 
| a great impetus given to every description of pub- 
| lications, and thus the consumption of paper at 
| this time is much more than it ever was at any 
former period. The demand for paper has in- 
creased so much, and is so dependentupon another 
branch of trade, er is a singular one, and one 
which I had hardly ever thought of before I inves- 
tigated this subject, though | had heard of it,)-— 
the rag trade—that now it is absolutely impossible 
to get, in this country, a sufficient quantity of ma- 
terial with which to make paper; and the material 
is imported to this country from the Mediterranean 
and the countries bordering upon it. The immense 
amount of paper now consumed in the country is 
mainly attributable to the action of the Post Office 
laws; and there is hardly any room to hope that 
the prices of paper can be reduced to anything like 
what in former days would have been considered 
a reasonable sum. I| presume the Senater from 
Alabama can easily ascertain at what rate Con- 
gress is now furnished, by contract, with paper 
for the public printing. Hecan ascertain that by 
inquiry from the Superintendent of Public Print- 
ing, and he can, no doubt, inform the Senate as 
to that. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I have never inquired 
of the Superintendent what price he is paying for 
paper by contract. 

Mr. OHNSON. I do not recollect what it is; 
but I understand it is alleged that the present con- 
tractor is losing, and must necessarily continue 
to lose, at the present prices. | have heard that he 
has stated himself that his loss cannot be less 
| than $20,000 this year on his contract, in conse- 
| quence of the sudden rise in the price of paper 
since the contract was made for this Congress. 
The increase in the price of paper is not a small 
sum to a man who 1s losing every day, and, in 
| this point of view, paper becomes a very heavy 
item. Three dollars and twenty-five cents would 
have bought more paper in )850 than $4 25, or 
even five dollars, will buy now; and the same 
increase of prices has been observable in almost 
everything else in the country. This is the answer 
to that part of the inquiry made by the Senator 
from Georgia. 

Mr. DAWSON. I thought that perbaps the 
|| Senator had a statement before him of the price 
|| paid for paper during the present year. 
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Mr. JOHNSON. It has been varying during 
this year. 

M;. DAWSON. I wanted to know for my 
own satisfaction, and for the purpose of voting 
understandingly. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Since the present Congress 
met, the proprietor of the Globe establishment 
has had to pay five dollars a ream for the paper 
on which he prints the debates, and he has some- 
times paid as much as $6 50 a ream for it. Not- 
withstanding this, four dollars a ream is all Mr. 
William Towers allows in his estimates potas 
If this gentleman knows (for he may not) anything 
ubout the matter, he is bound to know that no 
pone like that on which the Globe is printed can 

e had to-day for four dollars a ream. 

I come now, sir, to the difficulty suggested by 
my friend from Georgia, as to the price paid per 
solen for press-work. I imagine that, on exam- 
ination, it will be found that when Mr. Haliday, 
in his testimony, speaks of press-work at fifty 
cents a token, he refers to its actual cost. It 1s 
being done at the actual cost of fifty cents for Mr. 
Rives by the brothers of this Mr. William Tow- 
era. r. Rives now pays fifty cents to Messrs. 
L. & J. T’. Towers, printers in this city, for doing 
some of his press-work; and yet, William Towers 
estimates it at thirty centse token! There is noth- 
ing improper, that I see, in the testimony which 
the Senator from Georgia has cited, and nothing 
at all inconsistent with Mr. Rives’s calculations 
now. Mr. Towers’s calculation for press-work is 
thirty cents a token, but Mr. Haliday, in the tes- 
timony which has been alluded to, said that fifty 
cents was the costof itat thatday. Yet now, 
when printers’ wages have risen twenty percentum, 
and when the price of materials and labor of every 
description has increased, we find that Mr. Tow- 
ers estimates that press-work can be done for less 
than Mr. Haliday estimated in 1850! 

But, sir, there is another view which ought to be 
conclusive and satisfactory on this point, and it is 


that this work is done at very low rates in com- | 
parison with the prices paid for similar work else- | 
where. Notwithstanding the rate of fifty cents a | 
tdken for pong oe is alluded to in the testi- | 


mony which has been quoted as a proper price, 
Congress, when they came to settle, in a spirit 
of justice, with Mr. Ritchie, who was the public 
printer at the time when that testimony was given, 
finally allowed him over a dollar a token for press- 
work, 

fam informed, further, that the contract price 
for the paper now used for the printing of Con- 
gress is $6 ll a ream. | am unable to state what 
kind of paper it is, but a statement is furnished to 
me that $6 11 is the price paid. 

Mr. WELLER. I should like to be informed 
vy the Senator, what is the manner in which the 
conteact was made for paper at $6 11 a ream, for 
{ understand that just as good a quality of paper 
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| but I deem it proper to say a few words in answer 
‘tothe able and eloquert argument of the Senator 
from Arkansas, [Mr. Jonnson.} 1 will not under- 
| take to review the various estimates which he has 
submitted to the Senate; but there are some facts, 
connected with other persons who have been 
drawn into this controversy, which impel me to 
make a few remarks in answer to what the Sen- 
ator has said. Before doing that, however, | wish 
to say a word in answer to what was said by the 
Senator from Indiana; and I desire that he and 
the Senate shall understand me on this question. 
When the motion was made yesterday to refer 
this subject to the Committee on Printing, the Sen- 
ator from Indiana intimated that the Committee 
on Printing, as now constituted, were prejudiced 
against his proposition, and consequently, that 
nothing was to be hoped for at their hands. Per- 
a the Senate may not be aware that lam now the 
on 
was a member of the committee when this case 
underwent their scrutiny. As I remarked yester- 
day, the two gentlemen who were my colleagues 
on the committee when that question was before 
us have resigned their positions as members of 
the committee; and besides that, they are now 
absent from the Senate, and, consequently, all 
matters pertaining to anything connected with the 
action of the committee before the retirement of 
those two gentlemen necessarily devolved upon 
me. I am inclined to think that that Senator 
comes to a wrong conclusion, when he intimates 
to the Senate that the Committee on Printing, as 
at present constituted, is committed against his 
resolution. It is not necessary for me to say to 
the Senate that the honorable Senator from Ar- 
kansas, who is a member of that committee, and 
| myself, differ radically on this question, and that 
the other gentleman composing that committee 
{[Mr. Fessenpen] has not been in his seat since | 
the Senator from Arkansas and himself were 
added to the committee. How, then, can the 
Senator from [ndiana intimate that the committee 
are prejudiced against his proposition, when the 
Senator from Arkansas and myself disagree on 
that question, and when we shall have to bring to 


our aid, as we necessarily will do when he returns, || 


the efficient services of the Senator from Maine, | 
{Mr. Fessenpen,] who is now a member of the 
committee? 

I deem it proper to make these statements to 


| 


May 18. 
| r Fee ee rete 
| required the statements at the hands of Mr. 
| ers, as clerk to the Superintendent of "Pulle 
| Printing, they were furnished to us. {[ did s 

conceal from the honorable Senator from in 


| gas the fact that we had received such information. 


y member of the Committee on Printing who | 


|| them, and he 


| but, at his solicitation, | furnished him with these 
statements. He had submitted his resolution. 
and the evidence laid before the committee by the 
gentleman to whom we intrusted the examination, 
of the question, differed widely, if his statements 
were true, from the views of the gentleman who 
had submitted the resolution. ence I deemed 
it but fair, and such was the sense of the com. 
mittee, to ee him of the fact, that if we Were 
to take the large number of books contemplated 
by his resolution, the effect would be, as we Were 
informed, to increase the compensation of the pub- 
lisher of the Globe to a larger amount than was 
necessary, and a larger amount than would affor; 
him a fair and a remunerative price. After I had 
furnished the gentleman with these statements 
the next [ heard of them was a review of the 
whole of them in the Globe, from which the gen. 
tleman has read copious extracts this Morning 
The editor of the Globe took these estintates, and 
they underwent a very searching review from his 
en, and that review was laid before the Senate. 
Don it the Senator from Arkansas has predicated 

a large portion of his argument this morning. He 
has seen proper to scratinize with some severity 
_ the estimates submitted to the committee by Mr. 
Towers. Why, sir, that gentleman was not » 
| volunteer in offering his testimony to the com. 
mittee. It was his duty to submit those estimates 
to the Committee on Printing when required by 
erformed it. ; 
Mr. JOHNSON. If that is so, I wish to ask 

| the Senator, why did not the committee require 
| Mr. Towers, when he was invited to make these 
estimates, to go and investigate inside the Globe 
office? Should not his investigation have been 


'| made directly into the matter itself? But Mr. 
| 


Towers says expressly, in his report or statement, 
| that he has not had the means of making that in- 
| vestigation. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. That is the very point 
which | was coming to. When the statements 
| of Mr. Rives met the eyes of the committee, we 
| required at Mr. Towers’s hands that he should 
answer them, and satisfy the committee that his 
calculations were based on correct data. As he 


|| satisfy the Senate that there is no committalonthe || differed widely from the publisher of the Globe 


| question, so far as the majority of the committee || in the statement submitted-b 


is purchased by some of the newspaper establish- | 


ments in this city at $3 75 a ream. 

Mr.WALKER. They do notuse as good paper. 

Mr. DAWSON. I wished oe myself by 
getting the proper information, but | thought it 
best to get it from the committee. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Now, Mr. President, in 
conclusion 1 wish to say that, although | have 
been talking for some time in regard to this sub- 
ject, I have not gone fully into the merits of the 
case. 
gate the matter fully, and to examine Mr. Rives’s 
statements, item by item. 
the results at which I arrived. I have not quoted 
those notes during these remarks, and I do not 
mean to detain the Senate by reading them. I will 
merely say that 1 believe beforeGod and man that 
what {| have stated in regard to this matter is true, 
and I believe we are not paying the proprietor of 
the Globe what he ought to be paid, and that un- 
less we take five thousand additional ~~ of the 
Congressional Globe and Appendix, 
keep up his press and cannot go on beyond the 
present session of Congress. The proposition 
suggested by the Senator from California {Mr. 
Wetxer] would, no doubt, afford him relief; but 
I think that the proposition to take five thousand 
additional copies is much the better form in which 
to give additional compensation; but unless it is 

iven in one form or another, I fear that Mr. 
ives will not be able to continue much longer. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. President, I do not 
rise for the purpose of protracting this discussion; 





e cannot | 


I took pains some months since to investi- | 


I made some notes of | 


are concerned. 
myself both belong to the same political party, 
but he and I cannot see alike on this question. 


him, we deemed it 


The Senator from Arkansas and | due to the Globe, due to truth, and due to a cor- 


rect understanding of the question, that he should 
| review the criticism of the Globe upon his esti- 


| 
Hence, when the third member of the committee | mates, and furnish the committee with that review. 


arrives and takes his seat in the committee room, 
he will sit as an impartial and independent mem- 
ber, beeeree to do justice according to the dic- 
tates of his own judgment. Those gentlemen who 
were members of the committee at the time when 
they were sitting in judgment on this question, 


| have hig answer here; and I desire to have it 
read to the Senate, because I presume it is their 
| object to seek information. The committee were 


| satisfied that gentlemen who were intimate with 


| the printing business were better prepared to shed 
| light upon the question than other persons, and 


have all resigned, save myself, and consequently || therefore it was that we called in the aid of Mr. 
we have now two new members on the committee, |, Towers; and for that reason [ now ask for the 
one of whom has heard nothing of this debate, and || reading of Mr. Towers’s reply. 


will embark on the duties assigned him as a mem- | 


ber of the committee, | am perfectly sure, with- || 


out any prejudice or prepossessions for or against || 
y pre) ae as || my hands, a copy ot which, { am informed, has been for- 


any paper in this matter. Hence, I cannot con- 
ceive what necessity there was for throwing out 
the intimation that, by referring the question to 
that committee, you are sending it to those who 
have prejudged it, and who are not inclined to | 
give an impartial examination to the facts which | 
may be submitted. 


Although I am a member of the Committee || 


| on Printing, and have been on it longer than the 


| Senator from Arkansas has been, I am frank to 


| say that he seems to have bestowed more labor 


| to it as would enable the Senate to act understand- 
ingly The Committee on Printing sought that 
informa 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i} 
i] 


| 


| which we obtained those statements. 


and more investigation on this question than | 
have. I have not had time to do more than I 


have consistent with other public duties. My || 
|| eable, first, the amount of Mr. Rives’s loss on his contract; 


object has been to get such information in regard 


tion, when they obtained from a practical 
printer the estimates which I had the honor to 
submit to the Senate yesterday. It is perhaps | 
due to the Senate, due to Sonieeien, and due to | 
the position which the question now occupies be- | 
fore the Senate, that I should disclose the history | 
of the transaction connected with the manner in | 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Wasninaton, March 20, 1854, 
GENTLEMEN: A printed statement has been placed in 


| warded to members of the Senate. It is without address or 


signature, but its ostensible object is to disprove the general 


correctness and fairness of certain calculations which I sub- 
1t emanated from the Globe 
office. 

It will be remembered that the proprietor of the Globe 
| newspaper, printed in this city, addressed several letters 10 
| a member of the Senate, in which he stated that he was 
losing money upon his contract with the Senate for pub 
lishing its proceedings in the Daily Globe, and suggested a» 
additional subscription on the part of the Senate to the 
Congressional Globe, in order “hat he might thereby be 
saved further loss. ‘These letters (with several affidavits 
going to show the expenses of the ing establishment of 
the Globe, but not the cost of publishing the oer of 
Congress in that paper) were placed in my hands by you, 
with the request that | would ascertain as pearly as practi- 


| mitted to you at your request. 
1 


and, secondly, what the net cost would be to him of four 
thousand nine hundred and twenty copies of the Congres- 
sional Globe, in addition to those already subscribed for by 
| the Senate, leaving the question of profit for the considera- 
tion of the committee. : 

The prosecution of the first of these inquiries I knew 
would, besides requiring more time and labor than I have 
at my command, provoke a controversy with Mr. Rives 
most repugnant to my inelinations, more particularly 8% ; 
was a subject in which I had no interest, and felt none. 
therefore stated my objections to entering upon this inves- 
tigation, and asked to be excused from it, to which you 





When we |! cordially and kindly assented. 
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